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W  ol  verhampton . 

April,  1950. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

As  I  first  took  up  my  duties  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  Wolverhampton  in  October  1921  this  will  be  the  29th 
Annual  Report  on  the  health  services  of  the  town  for  which  I 
have  been  responsible.  In  my  introductions  to  the  Annual 
Reports  for  1947  and  1948  I  endeavoured  to  give  a  brief  survey 
of  the  activities  of  the  Health  Department  during  the  past  30 
years  and  included  tables  illusbating  the  improvements  in  the 
vital  statistics  during  that  period.  The  time  has  now  come 
when  I  must  step  down  and  hand  over  the  task  of  administra¬ 
tion  to  a  younger  man  with  fresh  ideas  and  all  the  drive  and 
enthusiasm  that  is  associated  with  a  newer  generation. 

1.  During  my  term  of  office  I  have  witnessed  and  assisted 
in  great  changes  in  the  character  and  size  of  the  town.  I 
have  seen  old  industries  disappear  and  their  place  taken  by 
larger  and  more  modem  ones;  I  have  seen  the  acreage  of  the 
town  trebled  and  its  population  increased  by  more  than  50% 
and  I  have  marvelled  at  the  way  in  which  new  estates  have 
sprung  up  to  the  North,  South,  East  and  West,  and  all  the 
vacant  sites  near  the  centre  have  been  filled  in  with  houses  and 
Works. 

2.  In  the  section  on  Vital  Statistics  proof  is  adduced  that 
Wolverhampton  has  been  and  remains  a  town  which  is  growing 
and  expanding  rapidly.  Since  the  last  war  the  rate  of  this 
growth  has  been  accelerating  and  there  is  no  present  reason 
why  it  should  decline.  Surely  one  of  the  lessons  to  be  drawn 
from  this  is  the  necessity  to  plan  for  the  future  on  broad  and 
generous  lines.  New  schemes  must  be  framed  so  as  to  be 
capable  of  expansion,  new  municipal  buildings  must  be  planned 
not  only  to  meet  present  needs,  but  to  allow  space  for  antici¬ 
pated  developments  during  the  next  40  or  50  years.  The 
policy  of  “scrap  and  replace”  has  never  been  popular  in 
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Local  Government,  and  it  is  for  this  reason  again  that  planning 
must  be  sound,  buildings  substantial  and  spare  space  fully 
adequate.  But  long  term  planning  for  the  new  National 
Health  Service  must  not  altogether  take  the  place  of  immediate 
action  to  make  the  present  scheme  really  effective  and  to  knit 
more  firmly  the  several  duties  and  functions  of  the  various 
bodies  now  responsible  for  the  care  of  the  citizen  in  health  and 
disease.  Many  of  the  newly  created  local  and  regional  bodies 
are  so  busy  with  their  own  immediate  problems  that  they  have 
as  yet  been  able  to  do  little  to  biing  about  that  co-ordination 
and  unihcation  which  is  so  desirable.  The  restriction  on  new 
buildings  and  the  shortages  of  staff  make  it  all  the  more 
necessary  to  use  existing  facilities  to  the  best  advantage. 

3.  On  the  “appointed  day’’  in  1948,  a  good  deal  of  con¬ 
fusion  existed  as  to  the  role  of  the  Doctor,  the  Midwife,  the 
Hospital  and  the  Local  Authority  in  the  care  of  expectant 
mothers.  Most  of  these  difficulties  have  now  been  resolved  to 
the  satisfaction  of  everyone,  and  a  kind  of  joint  partnership 
set  up.  This  is  to  the  advantage  of  the  patient  who  can  have  the 
best  possible  care  before,  during  and  after  her  confinement. 
Practically  all  the  Municipal  Midwives  are  by  this  time  quali¬ 
fied  to  give  gas  and  air  analgesia  and  the  problem  of  trans¬ 
porting  the  necessary  apparatus  to  the  home  has  been  over¬ 
come.  In  one  respect  only  has  it  been  impossible  to  put  into 
operation  the  scheme  put  forward  by  the  Wolverhampton 
Corporation  under  Section  22  of  the  Act.  For  reasons  which 
are  well  known,  it  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  implement  to 
the  full  the  priority  dental  treatment  of  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  and  young  children. 

4.  The  occurrence  of  outbreaks  of  Food  Poisoning  during 
the  summer  months  draws  greater  attention  to  the  absolute 
necessity  for  hygienic  methods  in  the  transport  and  storage  of 
foodstuffs,  and  the  strict  need  for  personal  cleanliness  in  all 
those  concerned  in  the  handling  and  preparation  of  articles 
intended  for  human  consumption.  Reference  is  made  in  the 
body  of  this  report  to  the  initial  steps  that  have  been  taken  to 
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set  up  in  the  town  a  Food  Traders’  Guild  whose  members 
pledge  themselves  to  support  and  encourage  cleanly  and 
hygienic  methods  in  the  several  food  trades  with  which  they 
are  connected.  Whilst  the  Local  Authority  possesses  consider¬ 
able  legal  powers  to  deal  with  offenders  against  the  code,  it 
is  preferable  to  encourage  the  inception  and  maintenance  of 
high  standards  by  agreement  and  friendly  competition  and  to 
keep  the  big  stick  of  Byelaws  and  Regulations  in  the  back¬ 
ground. 

5.  On  many  occasions  during  the  past  28  years  I  have  called 
attention  to  the  housing  problems  of  Wolverhampton,  nor  have 
I  been  the  only  one  to  do  so.  One  of  the  strongest  criticisms 
made  by  Dr.  Edward  Ballard  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
when  he  surveyed  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Municipal 
Borough  of  Wolverhampton  in  1873  was  in  reference  to  the 
insanitary  conditions  of  many  of  the  old  houses  in  and  around 
the  centre  of  the  town.  In  particular,  he  mentions  certain 
streets  and  courts  by  name.  Although  a  very  great  deal  was 
done  by  the  Corporation  between  1925  and  1939  to  remove 
these  blots  upon  its  administration,  and  although  these  insani¬ 
tary  courts  have  all  been  swept  away,  the  sad  fact  remains 
that  certain  of  the  groups  of  houses  listed  by  Dr.  Ballard 
nearly  70  years  ago  are  still  standing  and  still  occupied.  There 
is  no  room  for  complacency  by  the  Health  Committee.  But 
for  the  occurrence  of  World  War  No.  2  the  Corporation’s 
schemes  for  slum  clearance  would  have  been  completed  in  1943, 
and  all  the  above  mentioned  houses  would  have  been  swept 
away.  The  Health  Committee  would  then  have  been  able  to 
aPPly  themselves  to  improvement  schemes  for  opening  up  and 
bringing  light  and  air  into  areas  whose  chief  faults  were  the 
bad  arrangement  and  placing  of  the  houses  and  not  the  worn 
out  conditions  of  the  fabric. 
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The  economic  position  does  not  yet  allow  programmes  of 
slum  clearance  to  be  re-started,  but  the  Health  Committee  has 
not  been  entirely  idle  in  this  respect.  By  arrangement  with  the 
Housing  Committee  a  certain  number  of  houses  are  allocated 
each  year  to  families  displaced  from  dwellings  which  are  the 
subject  of  Demolition  Orders.  In  this  way  it  has  been  possible 
to  pick  out  some  of  the  very  worst  houses  and  get  them  pulled 
down  in  ones  and  twos.  Nevertheless  the  problem  of  slum 
clearance  remains  urgent  and  should  have  the  highest  priority 
as  soon  as  circumstances  permit. 

6.  This  may  be  the  only  opportunity  available  for  testifying 
to  the  harmonious  relations  that  exist  between  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  the  Officers  in  Charge  of  other  Corpora¬ 
tion  Departments.  I  have  always  found  my  colleagues  most 
helpful  and  co-operative  whenever  I  have  had  occasion  to 
consult  them  or  invite  their  assistance.  These  observations 
apply  with  particular  force  to  the  Town  Clerk  whose  advice 
and  help  have  been  invaluable. 

Once  again  I  would  like  to  commend  the  good  work  that 
has  been  put  in  during  1949  by  all  the  members  of  the  staff 
of  the  Health  Department  whether  their  duties  were  inside  the 
office  or  out  and  about  in  the  town  itself.  They  have  all  done 
their  work  in  a  zealous  and  responsible  manner  and  have  pulled 
together  as  a  team.  At  such  a  time  as  this  to  single  out  any 
name  for  special  mention  would  be  invidious  though  I  must 
necessarily  have  special  regard  for  those  members  of  the  staff 
who  have  been  associated  with  me  ever  since  I  came  to  Wolver¬ 
hampton. 

Social  Medicine,  Public  Health,  or  whatever  one  likes  to 
call  it,  is  not  static.  The  field  is  continually  expanding  as 
fresh  discoveries  are  made  and  there  are  fresh  needs  to  be  sup¬ 
plied.  Much  has  been  accomplished  in  the  past  30  years  but 
much  remains  to  be  done.  The  membership  of  Councils  and 
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Committees  is  continually  changing;  officers  come  and  officers 
go  but  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  has  to  be 
carried  on  at  the  highest  level  of  efficiency  if  the  citizens  of 
Wolverhampton  are  to  derive  full  benefit  from  it. 


In  conclusion  I  would  wish  once  more  to  thank  the  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Health  Committee  Dr.  A.  Byrne-Quinn  and  all  the 
members  of  that  Committee  for  their  encouragement,  their 
confidence  and  their  indulgence.  Their  encouragement  in 
aiding  and  abetting  me  in  the  schemes  and  proposals  which  I 
have  brought  before  them;  their  confidence  in  leaving  the  day 
to  day  running  of  the  Health  Department  completely  in  my 
hands;  and  their  indulgence  in  permitting  me  to  take  an  active 
part  in  the  deliberations  of  other  bodies  associated  with  or 
interested  in  some  aspects  of  preventive  medicine. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  H.  H.  JOLLY, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  I. 

SECTION  A. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  1949 
WITH  1939  FOR  COMPARISON. 

1949 


Area  of  Borough 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

•  •  •  • 

9,113 

Population  (Registrar 

-General’s 

Estimate) 

... 

160,000 

Number  of  Inhabited 

Houses 

,  ,  ,  . 

•  •  •  •  • 

43,562 

Rateable  Value 

• 

•  • 

.  .  . 

£u  035,677 

Sum  Represented  by 

a  Penny  Rate 

.  •  .  .  . 

£4,229 

Live  Births  : 

Total. 

Male. 

Female 

Legitimate 

2,759 

U447 

1,312 

Birth 

Illegitimate 

144 

75 

69 

Rate  18. 1 

Stillbirths  : 

80 

40 

40 

Rate  per  i,ooo  Births  .  26.7 


,,  ,,  1,000  Civilian  Population  ...  .50 

Deaths  •  1,788  936  852  Death 

Rate  1 1. 17 

Natural  Increase  of  Population 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  per  1,000  Births 

(a)  Abortion  with  sepsis  ...  Nil 

(b)  Abortion  without  sepsis  ...  Nil 

(c)  Puerpeial  Infection  ...  Nil 

(d)  Other  Maternal  Causes  ...  1 

Deaths  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  per  1,000  Births  : 

Legitimate  (106)  38 

Illegitimate  (7)  48 

Total  (113) 

Death  Rate  from  Scarlet  Fever  (Nil) 

,,  ,,  Diphtheria  (1)  . 

»  ,,  ,,  Measles  (Nil) 

•»  ,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (Nil) 

“  ,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (15) 

(Under  2  years  per  1,000  births) 

>,  ,,  Cancer  (228)  . 

”  "  ,,  Respiratory  Tuberculoses  (90)  ...  .56 

”  »»  ,,  All  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  (96)  ...  .60 


1,209 

•33 


38.9 

.00 

.006 

.00 

.00 

5-i 


1939 

9TI3 
133,212 
40,503 
£950, 143 
£3,76o 

16.9 

36.0 

•7 

11. 0 
885 
4.27 


48 

145 

5i 

0.25 

8.80 

0.05 

.00 

10.2 

I-44 

•59 

.64 
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SECTION  B. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

(1)  Population. 

Between  the  years  1933  and  1939  the  population  of  the 
town  increased  from  140,060  to  147,200  or  approximately  1,200 
a  year.  There  was  an  interruption  in  this  growth  during  the 
war  years  but  the  upward  tendency  has  returned  since  hostili¬ 
ties  ceased,  and  the  growth  in  population  between  1946  and 
1949  has  been  7,840.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  1931 
census  showed  that  of  all  the  County  Boroughs  in  Staffordshire 
Wolverhampton  had  the  greatest  mtercensal  increase  amount¬ 
ing  to  9.8%.  It  is  now  nearly  20  years  since  the  last  complete 
census  was  made.  A  modified  numbering  of  the  population 
was  carried  out  by  the  Government  in  1939  but  the  information 
thus  obtained  did  not  extend  to  the  various  Wards  of  the 
Borough  but  only  to  the  town  as  a  whole.  The  Registrar 
General’s  estimates  of  population  are  based  on  various  factors, 
one  of  the  more  important  of  which  is  the  information  available 
from  the  local  Food  Office.  It  has  been  found  in  the  past  that 
these  estimates  are  fairly  reliable  for  the  town  as  a  whole,  but 
that  they  cannot  be  split  up  into  Ward  populations.  It  is  for 
this  reason  that  no  mortality  or  morbidity  statistics  in  Wards 
have  been  given  in  these  reports  during  the  past  10  years.  The 
estimated  population  of  Wolverhampton  for  1949  was  160,000 
as  compared  with  a  figure  of  159,150  for  1948. 

(2)  Births. 

During  the  year  the  nett  births  were  1,522  males  and  1,381 
females  making  a  total  of  2,903  as  compared  with  3,143  in 
1948.  The  birth  rate  was  18. 1  per  thousand  population.  Still 
births  numbered  80  as  compared  with  70  in  the  previous  year. 
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(3)  Deaths. 

The  comparison  of  the  deaths  in  age  groups  shows  that 
the  mortality  in  1949  was  lower  than  in  1948  at  stages  of  life 
up  to  45  years.  It  also  shows  a  definite  improvement  over  the 
year  1947  at  every  age  group  except  the  65  and  over. 

The  net  deaths  registered  during  the  year  were  : — 
males  936,  females  852,  total  1,7 88,  giving  a  death  rate  of  11.17 
per  1,000  population.  The  death  iate  for  England  and  Wales 
as  a  whole  was  11.7  and  that  for  the  126  great  towns  was  12.5 

(4)  Infant  Mortality. 

Since  the  very  young  are  highly  susceptible  to  adverse 
conditions  of  living,  the  infant  mortality  rate,  which  is  calcu¬ 
lated  in  relation  to  the  actual  number  of  children  at  risk,  is 
generally  considered  to  be  a  fairly  sensitive  index  of  the  health 
of  a  community.  It  is,  however,  necessary  to  make  the  proviso 
that  the  numbers  under  review  are  sufficiently  large  to  keep  the 
co-efficient  of  error  within  reasonable  limits,  otherwise  an  in¬ 
crease  or  decrease  of  only  4  or  5  infant  deaths  in  the  year  might 
cause  far  too  violent  a  swing  in  one  direction  or  another.  The 
number  of  infants  dying  under  the  age  of  one  year  was  106 
legitimate  and  7  illegitimate,  total  113.  This  gives  an  infant 

mortality  rate  of  38.9,  which  is  the  lowest  rate  ever  recorded  in 
Wolv  'rhampton. 

The  present  day  infant  mortality  rates  are  a  far  cry  from 
the  figure  of  218  in  1897. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  DURING  1949  AND  9  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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TABLE  III. 


CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1948  (R.G.). 


Net  Deaths 

at  the  subjoined  ages  of  Residents 

within 

the  Borough. 

1  and 

5  and 

15  and 

45  and 

65 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

All 

Under 

under 

under 

under 

under 

and 

ages. 

1  year. 

6  yrs. 

15  yrs. 

45  yrs. 

65  yrs. 

over. 

All  causes  (Certified  and 

Uncertified) . 

1788 

113 

24 

14 

153 

394 

1090 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

System 

90 

— 

— 

— 

46 

39 

5 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

6 

— 

1 

1 

2 

2 

— 

Syphilitic  Diseases  ... 

o 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Influenza 

20 

1 

1 

1 

— 

5 

12 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

-- 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 

Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity, 

Oesophagus  and  Uterus... 

20 

— 

— 

— 

2 

8 

10 

Cancer  of  Duodenum  & 

Stomach 

.35 

— 

— 

— 

1 

9 

25 

Cancer  of  Breast 

19 

— 

— 

— 

4 

7 

8 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ... 

154 

— 

3 

1 

14 

58 

78 

Diabetes 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Intracranial  Haemorrhage 

Lesions 

198 

— 

— 

—  - 

5 

45 

148 

Heart  Disease 

589 

— 

— 

1 

17 

79 

492 

Other  circulatory  Diseases... 

62 

— 

— 

1 

4 

18 

39 

Bronchitis 

117 

) 

1 

1 

3 

31 

75 

Pneumonia 

94 

21 

3 

2 

5 

20 

43 

Other  respiratory  Diseases... 

22 

1 

— 

— 

4 

8 

9 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or 

Duodenum 

15 

— 

— 

— 

I 

9 

5 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years  ... 

15 

14 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Appendicitis 

6 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

2 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

24 

1 

— 

— 

4 

3 

16 

Nephritis 

32 

— 

— 

— 

4 

8 

20 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Premature  Birth 

27 

27 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  Malformation, 

Birth  Injury,  etc. 

46 

37 

3 

— 

4 

O 

— 

Suicide  . 

14 

— 

— 

-- 

3 

8 

3 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

18 

— 

2 

2 

8 

2 

4 

Other  Violent  Causes 

35 

1 

3 

1 

5 

8 

17 

All  other  Causes 

115 

4 

4 

3 

14 

21 

69 
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METEOROLOGY. 

The  year  1949  was  abnoimally  dry  and  the  total  rainfall 
for  the  12  months  (22.87”)  was  nearly  5  less  than  the  mean. 
February  and  June  were  the  two  driest  months,  and  October 
had  the  greatest  rainfall  nearly  all  of  which  occurred  during  the 
last  fortnight.  Besides  being  a  dry  year,  1949  was  dis¬ 
tinguished  by  a  mild  winter  and  a  very  hot  summer. 

In  Wolverhampton  the  hottest  day  was  July  13th  when  a 
shade  temperature  of  87°  was  recorded.  Another  special 
feature  was  the  relatively  high  night  temperatures  experienced 
in  July,  August  and  September. 

The  usual  meteorological  table  is  not  included  in  this 
year’s  report  as  various  recording  thermometers  were  away 
being  checked  during  the  Autumn  and  the  returns  are  incom¬ 
plete. 


SECTION  C. 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT. 
MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

(a)  Health  Visiting. 

The  Health  Committee  continued  its  policy  of  subsidising 
Pupil  Health  Visitors  on  condition  that  they  agreed  to  remain 
in  the  Corporation’s  seivice  for  a  minimum  period  of  12  or 
15  months  after  passing  the  Health  Visitors’  Examination.  In 
this  way  it  has  been  possible  to  obtain  a  nucleus  of  new  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  staff  each  year,  but  this  has  only  just  covered  re¬ 
placements  and  has  not  provided  for  the  additions  to  the  estab¬ 
lishment  which  were  approved  three  years  ago.  To  make  good 
present  deficiencies,  trained  nurses  are  being  employed  at  clinics 
and  for  special  work  with  premature  babies.  It  has  not 
as  yet  been  possible  to  make  that  extension  of  the  duties  of  the 
Health  Visitor  which  was  envisaged  under  the  Act  whereby 
she  was  to  become  the  friend  and  adviser  of  the  entire  family 
on  health  matters. 
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The  total  number  of  effective  visits  paid  by  the  Health 
Visitors  and  Clinic  Nurses  during  1949  amounted  to  30,896; 
of  this  number  9, 172  visits  were  paid  to  children  under  the  age 
of  one  year  and  12,526  were  visits  to  toddlers.  Other  domici¬ 
liary  visits  included  those  made  on  account  of  the  occuirence  of 
Ophthalmia,  Diarrhoea,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough  and 
Pneumonia.  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  continued  to  be 
prevalent  and  the  Health  Visitors  paid  1,362  visits  to  cases  of 
Measles  and  275  to  cases  of  Whooping  Cough. 

(b)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

No  new  Welfare  Centres  were  opened  during  1949  and  the 
existing  arrangements  continued  practically  unchanged.  Each 
week  13  sessions  have  been  held  for  infants  and  toddlers,  4 
sessions  for  toddlers  only,  13  sessions  for  expectant  mothers 
and  1  for  post-natal  cases.  There  was  also  a  Family  Planning 
Clinic  held  each  week.  During  the  year  637  child  welfare 
sessions  were  held  at  the  seven  centres.  Of  this  number  200 
were  devoted  to  toddlers  only.  In  addition  5  sessions  per  week 
were,  held  at  the  various  centres  for  the  purpose  of  immunisa¬ 
tion  against  Diphtheria.  The  new  cases  registered  at  the 
various  clinics  amounted  to  3,122  and  the  total  attendances  to 
25,595- 

(c)  Ante- natal  and  Post-natal  Care. 

There  were  541  sessions  for  expectant  mothers  held  at 
the  various  welfare  centres  duiing  1949.  The  number  of  new 
cases  attending  amounted  to  1,452,  and  the  total  attendances 
were  6,818.  In  1948  the  number  of  expectant  mothers  visiting 
these  clinics  for  the  first  time  was  1,514.  For  those  women 
who  have  not  booked  a  Doctor  to  give  them  obstetric  care  but 
who  only  want  to  engage  a  Midwife,  the  Corporation  provide 
one  weekly  Post-natal  Clinic.  During  1949  a  total  of  142  cases 
made  267  attendances  at  this  Clinic. 

(d)  Family  Planning  Clinic. 

This  Clinic  was  open  once  a  week  during  the  year.  A 
total  of  72  women  were  referred  there  during  that  period  and 
262  attendances  were  made. 
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(e)  Maternal  Mortality. 

Five  maternal  deaths  were  reported  during  the  year,  but 
four  of  these  were  women  who  had  been  admitted  to  local 
Institutions  from  outside  areas  for  their  confinement.  The 
certified  cause  of  death  in  the  Wolverhampton  case  was  as 
follows  : 

1.  (a)  Obstetric  Shock. 

(b)  Retained  Placenta. 

2.  Mitral  Stenosis. 

The  maternal  mortality  rate  for  the  town  for  the  year  was  0.3 
per  thousand  biiths.  Both  this  and  the  Infant  Mortality  rate 
are  the  lowest  ever  recorded. 

(f)  Day  Nurseries. 

The  alterations  to  the  Woodlands  Day  Nursery  were  com¬ 
pleted  during  1949  and  the  Corporation  now  possess  modern¬ 
ised  premises  which  should  be  most  efficient  for  their  purpose. 
The  old  air-raid  shelter  has  been  converted  into  a  laundry  and 
airing  room,  the  site  of  the  coach-house  has  been  used  to  build 
a  sanitary  annexe  for  the  children  and  for  the  staff,  with  indivi¬ 
dual  wash  basins  for  the  children  and  adequate  accommodation 
for  their  towels,  outdoor  clothes,  etc.  On  the  top  of  this 
annexe  is  a  new  babies’  nursery  with  accommodation  for  10 
cots.  This  nursery  faces  south  and  opens  on  to  a  wide  balcony 
so  that  the  cots  can  be  put  out  in  the  sunshine  during  mild 
weather.  Some  re-arrangement  has  also  been  made  of  the 
existing  house.  A  new  office  and  isolation  room  have  been 
formed,  the  kitchen  has  been  considerably  extended  and  a  new 
staff  dining  room  has  been  provided.  These  alterations  have 
not  increased  the  accommodation  provided  which  remains  at 
75  places,  but  they  have  considerably  enhanced  the  efficiency 
of  the  Nursery. 

The  following  table  gives  a  record  of  the  attendances  at 
the  Woodlands  Day  Nursery  and  the  Birmingham  Road  Day 
Nursery  during  the  year  : 
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Woodlands.  Birmingham  Rd. 


No.  of  days  open  during  the  year  : 
(excluding  Saturdays) 

:  242 

220 

Attendances  :  under  2  years  : 

3  >209 

1,686 

Attendances  :  2  to  5  years  : 

11,422 

5-393 

Average  daily  attendance  : 

under  2  years  : 

13.26 

7.66 

Average  daily  attendance  : 

2  to  5  years  : 

47-15 

24-51 

It  has  now  been  possible  to  recruit  in  the  Nurseries  sufficient 
staff  to  meet  requirements.  In  November  the  Matrons  of  both 
Nurseries,  and  later  the  Deputy  Matrons,  attended  a  week’s 
instruction  Course  for  Matrons  and  Deputy  Matrons  at  Bir¬ 
mingham,  and  all  felt  they  had  benefited  by  the  Course.  It 
was  hoped  that  Courses  of  the  Senior  and  Supplementary  Child 
Care  Reserve  would  be  held  in  the  vicinity  and  that  certain  of 
our  staff  nurses  and  assistant  nurses  might  be  able  to  receive 
instruction  at  these,  but  by  the  end  of  the  year  we  were  unable 
to  find  any  Authority  holding  these  Courses. 

The  reciprocal  arrangements  with  the  Education  Com¬ 
mittee  are  continued  for  the  training  of  Nursery  Students. 
During  their  theoretical  training  the  Students  receive  lectures 
from  the  Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare,  the  Superintendent  Health  Visitor  and  two 
other  Health  Visitors.  Practical  training  is  given  in  the  two 
Day  Nurseries  as  well  as  in  Nursery  Classes.  Five  Wolver¬ 
hampton  Day  Nursery  Students  were  successful  in  obtaining 
their  National  Nursery  Examination  Board  Certificate  during 
the  year. 

During  1949  the  supply  of  toys  and  equipment  improved 
considerably,  although  toy  replacements  will  require  to  be 
made  from  time  to  time. 
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In  mid- November  an  outbreak  of  Dysenteiy  due  to  the 
Sonne  organism  occurred  in  Birmingham  Road  Nursery. 
During  the  investigation  the  organism  was  recovered  from  n 
children  and  3  nurses.  Because  of  the  highly  infective  nature 
of  the  condition  amongst  childien  a  decision  was  taken  to 
close  the  Nursery  for  three  weeks  in  December.  (See  also 
page  70) . 

Other  infectious  diseases  occurring  in  the  Nurseries  during 
the  year  were  as  follows  : 

Birmingham  Rd.  Woodlands. 

Measles  12  5 

Mumps  1  — 

Scarlet  Fever  2  — 

Whooping  Cough  1  — 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough 
continues  to  be  carried  out  in  both  Nurseries.  The  number  of 
children  immunised  was  as  follows  : 

Woodlands.  Birmingham  Rd. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  12  n 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisation  15  7 

In  consequence  of  the  slight  demand  made  for  Day  Nur¬ 
sery  accommodation  at  the  week-ends,  it  was  decided  to  close 
both  Nurseries  on  Saturdays  starting  on  5th  November,  1949. 

(g)  Premature  Babies. 

The  number  of  premature  babies  notified  during  the  year 
was  practically  the  same  as  that  for  the  previous  year.  There 
were  64  prematuie  births  which  took  place  at  home,  and  103 
which  took  place  in  Hospitals  or  Nursing  Homes.  16  of  the 
babies  bom  at  home  were  subsequently  transferred  to  Hos¬ 
pital,  whilst  the  remaining  48  were  nursed  at  home,  and  the 
mothers  received  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  special 
Premature  Baby  Nurse  on  the  Corporation’s  staff. 
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The  weights  of  the  babies  born  at  home  were  : 


Under  3  pounds  : 

10 

Between  3  and  4  pounds  : 

10 

Between  4  and  5  pounds  : 

28 

Between  5  and  5|  pounds  : 

16 

Of  the  babies  bom  at  home,  44  were  still  alive  at  the 
end  of  the  28th  day.  As  regards  the  Hospital  cases,  one  died 
within  the  first  24  hours,  two  died  before  the  end  of  the  first 
week  and  one  died  before  the  end  of  four  weeks. 

The  special  Premature  Baby  Nurse  paid  1052  visits  to 
premature  babies  born  at  home,  and  209  follow  up  visits  to 
premature  babies  discharged  from  Hospitals  or  Nursing 
Homes.  She  also  paid  special  visits  to  weakly  infants  re¬ 
quiring  particular  care  and  attention. 

(h)  Ophthilmia  Neonatorum. 

Five  cases  were  notified,  two  of  which  were  treated  in 
Hospital  and  three  in  the  patients’  own  homes.  No  per¬ 
manent  impairment  of  vision  was  reported  in  any  case. 

(i)  Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

This  clinic  is  run  jointly  by  the  local  Health  Authority 
and  the  local  Education  Authority  and  is  open  every  week 
day.  The  staff  consists  of  one  visiting  Orthopaedic  Surgeon, 
one  whole  time  and  one  part  time  Physiotherapist  and  one 
part  time  Clerk.  Towards  the  end  of  1949  the  responsibility 
for  the  appointment  and  remuneration  of  the  Orthopaedic 
Surgeon  was  transferred  from  the  Local  Authority  to  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 

The  central  clinic  remains  at  Ward  Street  and  there  are 
branch  weekly  clinics  at  Low  Hill  and  Penn.  During  1949 
the  number  of  new  cases  under  the  age  of  five  years  treated 
was  214  and  they  made  a  total  of  1,547  attendances. 
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(j)  Care  of  the  Unmarried  Mother  and  Illegitimate  Child. 

During  1949,  66  fresh  applications  were  received  by,  or 
on  behalf  of,  mothers  and  illegitimate  children.  In  addition 
there  were  22  still  under  supervision  from  1948. 

Th.re  are  recorded  388  interviews  or  visits  with  the  ap¬ 
plicants  or  others  on  their  behalf  and  185  with  adopters.  In 
addition  to  these  there  were  many  interviews  and  contacts 
made  with  other  Workers,  Matrons  of  Hospitals  and  other 
Institutions  and  Employers. 

The  needs  of  the  applicants  differed  considerably  and 
help  and  advice  was  given  accordingly.  Arrangements  were 
made  for  12  mothers  to  receive  care  in  Moral  Welfare 
Homes,  and  4  mothers  and  their  babies  had  a  six  weeks  stay 
in  a  Convalescent  Home. 

The  number  of  adoptions  arranged  and  completed  num¬ 
bered  23,  and  5  other  babies  were  placed  for  adoption. 

Twelve  applicants  were  referred  to  the  Children’s  Officer 
or  other  Workers.  Three  babies  were  placed  in  Residential 
Nurseries  wih  a  view  to  adoption  later,  and  two  others  were 
placed  in  Residential  Nurseries  until  the  mothers  could  make 
other  arrangements  for  them  at  home. 

Twenty-six  babies  remained  still  in  their  mothers’  care; 
6  of  the  mothers  subsequently  married  the  putative  fathers. 

Three  babies  died,  all  of  them  being  premature  births. 
Three  mothers  moved  from  this  area  and  11  still  remain  on 
the  books. 

(k)  Dental  Treatment. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  Dental  Surgeons  and  the  wide 
gap  between  the  remuneration  earned  by  Dentists  in  private 
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practice  and  those  on  the  staff  of  the  Local  Health  and  Local 
Education  Authorities,  it  has  been  impossible  to  bring  into 
operation  the  scheme  put  forward  for  priority  dental  treat¬ 
ment.  At  the  end  of  1949  the  School  Dental  Service  had  been 
reduced  to  two  whole  time  Dentists  in  place  of  the  four  ap¬ 
proved,  and  it  was  impossible  to  recruit  additional  staff. 

Although  no  routine  dental  treatment  for  children  under 
5  could  be  provided,  the  School  Dental  Officers  did  see  a 
certain  number  of  special  cases  referied  to  them  from  the  In¬ 
fant  Welfare  Clinics. 

The  temporary  arrangements  mentioned  in  the  last  report 
for  continuing  the  Dental  Clinic  at  the  Women’s  Hospital  on 
Thursday  afternoons  have  been  continued.  Expectant 
mothers  are  referred  to  this  Clinic  from  the  Ante-natal  Clinics 
and  are  treated  by  two  visiting  Dental  Surgeons  who  attend 
alternate  weeks.  If  they  are  found  to  be  in  need  of  artificial 
dentures,  they  can  be  supplied  (a)  by  the  Dental  Surgeons 
attached  to  the  Women’s  Hospital  Clinic,  in  which  case  the 
Local  Health  Authority  defray  the  cost,  or  (b)  they  can  avail 
themselves  of  the  general  dental  arrangements  under  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  in  which  case  the  Local  Execu¬ 
tive  Council  meet  the  bill. 

Priority  cases  treated  under  the  above  arrangements  last 
3'ear  were  as  follows  : 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946. 
(a)  Numbers  provided  with  dental  care  : 


24 


S3 

c3 

+3 

£ 

© 

Q 

© 

nd 

ofl 


-T? 

© 

nd 

•  1—* 

o 


© 

s 


c3 


P< 

a 

o 

O 


co 

(N 


^d 

© 

-*>» 

c3 

© 


co 

CD 


CO 

OS 

<M 


£ 

© 

s 

<3 

© 

M 

-4-3 

to 

.3 

^3 

© 

© 


CO 

CO 


VO 

<D 

CO 


nd 

© 

£ 

a 

03 

X 

w 


CO 

CD 


05 

t"- 

co 


T3 

TJ 

• 

> 

o 

hi 

a 

-w 

C 

■J 


« 

u 

h 


C 

U 

T3 


to 

£ 

h 

O 

tb 


.  to 

o  ^ 
n3  9* 

*  S 

PH  tO 


CO 

to 

£ 

1 

co 

1 

CO 

© 

'-4 

p 

-4-3 

©  £ 
© 


®  c3  r, 
>  >-<  cj 
rd  ^  -E 
c3 
© 
9H 


W> 

.5 

13 

o 

02 


S  CS 
eg© 

*  w)  a 

O  W  _ ,  -+j 

u-O  d 
ffl  C  » 
o3  H 


w 

to 

a 


P‘4 


bn 

.s 

'tfl 

t-J 

3 

z 

T3 

a 

ca  B 

_lj  © 

c3  -g 

4->  2 

o  S 

CJ  »-* 

a 

x 

W 


© 

> 

ad 

© 

a 

0 

0 

o 

Vh 

2 

2 

o 


as 

o 

‘-+3 

© 

je 

-4-3 

DO 

8 

a 

<< 


© 

£ 

© 

O 


co 


co 

01 

co 


cS 

© 

o 


O  . 
a3  co 

is  c 
*.2 


00 

GO 


o 

CD 

CD 


4-> 

£ 

ctf  x) 

o  g 


14 

a, 

x 

W 


&£  C/3 

c  v-4 
•0  © 

£  ^ 
30 

e 


T3  T3 

:3  e 
43  3 

u 


*  These  figures  are  not  available  for  1949. 

^o/wlilrr  OTTO  1 1  O  w„  fnr  yrraa/  pvamination  attheclinic. 


25 


CO 

*— i 

<d 

-H 

O 

H 


'd 

& 

£ 


to 


n 

o  . 

t£|  +j 
CO 


CO 


V 

M  0 

A  M 


<u 

l5^ 


S  *d 


I  w 

■S  S 

H  rH 


N  CO  ‘O  JO  05 

co  oo  co  so  co 

<X>  Tfl  CM  CO  'HI  GO 

rH  ^  CO  N 

rH  rH 


^  l>  30  -H  pH  30 

05  H  CO  CD  GO  ^ 

^  t>  Tt<  03 

i-h  cq 


03  05  CO  JO  coco 
co  CO  co  »o 

rH  CO  (M  CO 


H  >0  t>  H  O  H 

O  rP  CO  (N  00 

H  H  jo  OJ 

rH  03~ 


05 

03 


05 

03 

03 


rH  30  CO 
'H  <X>  rH 
30  O  GO 

rH  CD 


00  05  CO 
C5  "H  t>- 
rH  05 


o  ^ 
05  co 
30 


00 

30 


05 

05 


CO 

CO 


H  JO  JO 
30  03  CD 
rH  CD 


Oi 

GO 

GO 

03 

tH 

CD 

rH 

CO 

03 

03 


CD  CO  O 
^  30  00 
CO 


00 


05  o  CO  CO  t-  o 

05  03  CO  C— 

03  JO  O 


03 


CO 


00 

o 

CO 


05  30  CD 
05  CD  t- 
03  CD 


05 


03  CD 
'H  CD 


05 

CO 


CO  rH  03  O  30  JO 

^  JO  03  05  CD  JO 
rH  H  03  t'- 


30  t-  30  o  rH  rH 
H  H  H  GO  CO  H 
rH  CO  O  05  O 


CO 


CD 

CO 


03 


00 

03 


CO  rH  rH 
^  GO  H 
40 


O  O  'Hi 
O  30  05 
rH  03  40 


-H  IT-  GO  CO  rH 
05  H  H  CO  H  40 
03  CO  30  00 


03 


03 


00 

GO 

03 


05  <J5  CQ 

05  CO  I— I  • 

rH  O  O 


H  M 
$  a i 
a) 


(A 

H 

Z 

2 

s 


§  S  >»>. 

r^*rH 


tH 

0) 

a, 


CO 
<L> 

o 

h  '2  £  8 
o 


CD  u 


os 


05  C/5 
05  45 
O 

0 


Q  c 

a 3  5 
TJ  +J 

O  jj 

O  45  < 
C  +> 


a 

o 

•  i— t 

05 

n 

CD 

CO 


M  rt  rt  rt  *3  id 
S  O  T3  73  <  CUO 


O 

5? 


Q  c  —>  rt 
£  &  £  jg  $  «3 
4?  >2?  -H  +*  O  > 
Z3  Z  <3  <3  H  <3 


to 

« 

W 

S 

H 

O 


H 

Z 

<3 

H 

O 

W 

0/ 

X 

w 


M 

CD 

a, 

C/5 

CD 

O 

a 


05 

o 

_o 

*05 

<0  <D 

w  c/) 

*3 

d  B 


O) 

<D  3 

O  d 
G  ^ 
cd  fl 

a  £ 

^  bo 

cd 

H 

<1> 

o  > 

H  < 


cd 


c/i 

a$ 

22-5 

n  * 

2s 

C/J  5; 
CO  ^ 

W  «« 

CO  o 

to  o 
W.9 
> 

45 

CD 
3 

CO 


t-i 

45 

Q* 


>-1 

W 

« 


45 
O 

05  C 

8  S 

05 

c  „ 

O  T3 
05  G  5  in 
05  d  CD 
45  +J  ^  05 


si 


45 


C 

o 

*  H 

CQ 


a) 


1) 

OjO 

cd 


•  jS  S3 
o  o  > 
£3H  <3 


oo^3H<3 


05  04 

40  Ttl 

05  rH 


5-1 

U 

i 

H 

< 

Z 

h 

co 

O 

a, 


a 

o 


:  45 
:  cj 

a 

n) 

T3 

a 

45 


45 

CO 


in  45  cj 
45  O  <3 
05  n 
rt  nj  4) 

O  -a 

.  0  LT 

^  45  45 

45  > 


Sion 

cd 


u 

<D 

a 


ZZ<3<3 


26 


75 

00 

o 

t- 

00 

kC 

05 

rH 

xt; 

T3 

(D 

in 

W 

- 

; 

<D 

d 

d 

rH 

C 

Q 

T — 1 

o 

> 

o 

75 

05 

05 

C'- 

d 

kO 

05 

00 

CO 

140 

529 

6.36 

rH 

O 

rH 

z 

CO 

rH 

rH 

05 

d 

— - - - 

CO 

o 

rH 

O 

t>* 

CO 

CD 

d 

O 

d 

o 

O 

o 

o 

t- 

CO 

rH 

kO 

CD 

o 

d 

05 

CO 

rH 

CD 

d 

a 

<D 

in 


w 
<v 
u 

a 

g 

T3 

«  § 


cn 


W  . 

CA)  3 


Ph 

P 

2  £ 


t>» 


Q 


c 

o 

6 


a 

3 

<u 


W 

P 

m 

c 

H 


60 

3 

<3 


io  d 

CO 

o 

CO 

CD 

35 

00 

rH 

05 

rH 

CD 

CO 

o 

CD 

•  c-  kO 

rH 

CD 

rH 

kC 

kO 

CO 

CO 

o 

CD 

t- 

—41 

d 

3 

i-s 


45 

a 

3 


3 


Oi 

<5 


1-1 

3 


£> 

45 

Pi 


a 

3 


ca 


t- 


05 

CO 


>< 

W 

CO 

« 

p 

z 


>s 

l. 

41 


l—i 

45 


fci 

3 

z 


>1 

« 

Q 


3 

O 


a 

05 

H 

13 


’ V 

c 

rt 


13 

0 

o 


o 

£ 


CO 

CO 


ko 

cc 


00 

o 


CO 

rH 


co 

co 


Cl 


CD 

CO 


kO 

kO 

CO 

CD 

CO 

rH 

rH 

kO 

d 

d 

Cl 

CO 


rH 

kC 

CO 


CO 

kC 


CD 

CD 


co 

CO 


o 

rH 


CD 

CD 

kO 

t- 

rH 

rH 

05 

kO 

rH 

kO 

CD 

rH 

d 

o 

00 

O 

O 

CO 

rH 

m 

05 

rH 

d 

kO 

o 

d 

d 

I>- 

o 

Ui 

rH 

rH 

05 

rH 

CO 

o 

CD 

CO 

d 

rH 

tH 

kO 

o 

d 

d 


00 

t— 

o 


o 

o 


o 

o 


kO 


CD 


Cl 

CD 


o 

o 


>o 

© 


05 

rH 


00 


Cl 


CO 

CD 


00 

CD 

CD 

05 

44  j 

d 

CD 

00 

05 

o 

t- 

rH 

kO 

CO 

o 

rH 

CO 

rH 

o* 

00 

rH 

d 

05 

CD 


kO 

Cl 

Cl 


05 

o 


CO 

05 


CO 

rH 


00 

CO 


£*• 

rH 


d 

rH 

kO 

kC 

05 

05 

CO 

rH 

rH 

rH 

00 

d 

CD 

Cl 


kD) 

kO 

kO 

CO 

CO 

d 

05 

CO 

05 

rH 

rH 

Cl 

rH 


05 

00 


kO 

kO 


kO 

rH 


kC 

kC 


05 


Cl 


Cl 


CO 

O 

rH 

CO 

CO 

rH 

CO 

co 

CO 

05 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

kO 

rH 


kO 

CD 


Cl 

kO 


CD 

00 


kC 

Cl 


hO 

<D 

u 


O 

£ 


g 

<D 


<D 

O 

g 

G  cn 
'TJ  £ 
G  <d 


<d 


<d 

o 

G 

G 

T) 

G 

a; 


<d 

'd 

G 

G  cn 
u 

m  G 
<D  d) 

S  * 

G 

T3 

G 

<D 


<;  ci 


<  cs 


<D 

O 

G 

G 

"d 

G 

0) 

4-> 


•2  *d 
G  G 
Q  G 


<D 

> 
rG 
G  i 
034 


13 

G 

O 

a 


00 

<D 

U 


G 

D 

K*' 


Cl 


c n 
H 
G 
<D 
>> 


p 

<D 


G 

O 


G 

a> 


<D 

"d 

G 

G 


<D 

o 

G 

G 

TJ 

G 

<D 


e 

G 

<D 

K*'* 


Cl 


CD 

O 

a 

G 

*d 

G 

<D 

S 


k.  Vh 

d) 


-G  2T 

bo** 


<D 

0£) 

G 

N 

<D 

> 

<3 


45 

60 

3 

l-i 

45 

> 

<3 


.3  f*-' 

go 


rG 

o 


CQ 


<D 

O 

G 

G 

*d 

G 

<D 


O 

Si 


cfi 

(D 

U 

G 

G 

X) 

G 

<D 

<3 


^  T3 

3  rl 
0  § 


>1 

33  “5 
3  i 
Q  05 


4) 

bo 

3 

u 

45 

> 

<3 


45 

60 


IS 

45 

<3 


27 


MIDWIFERY. 

Notifications  of  intention  to  practise  as  Midwives  in 
Wolverhampton  during  1949  were  received  as  follows  : 


Trained  Midwives  working  in  Institutions  47 

Municipal  Midwives  whole  time  21 

,,  ,,  part  time  2 

Trained  Midwives  working  independently  4 

Total  74 


Number  of  Midwives  in  Dishict  with  Gas 


and  Air  Analgesia  Certificate  : 

(a)  Domicilary  17 

(b)  Institutional  13 

Number  of  Midwives  obtaining  G.  &  A. 

Certificate  in  1949  8 

Number  of  Midwives  who  attended 

Post-Graduate  Course  8 


During  the  year  ended  December  1949,  Municipal  Mid¬ 
wives  attended  1,595  women  in  confinement,  and  the  total 
number  of  visits  paid  was  28,755.  Medical  Aid  was  sought 
by  a  Midwife  on  241  occasions  of  which  146  were  in  respect  of 
women  who  had  booked  a  Medical  Practitioner  to  provide 
them  with  maternity  medical  services.  Owing  to  the  increased 
number  of  Midwives  qualified  to  give  gas  and  air  analgesia 
and  the  greater  demand  for  the  same,  it  was  found  necessary 
to  purchase  two  additional  sets  of  apparatus.  Municipal 
Midwives  administered  gas  and  air  analgesia  to  136  cases. 
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HOME  NURSING. 

Considerable  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  recruiting 
trained  staff  for  the  Home  Nursing  Service.  On  the  “ap¬ 
pointed  day”  8  whole  time  Nurses  were  taken  over  from  the 
existing  Voluntary  Associations  in  the  town.  A  whole  time 
Supervisor  of  District  Nurses  took  up  duty  on  November  ist 
1948.  Owing  to  resignations  and  the  general  shortage  of 
State  Registered  Nurses,  three  State  Enrolled  Assistant 
Nurses  have  had  to  be  appointed  instead  of  State  Registered 
Nurses,  to  bring  the  Service  up  to  strength,  and  the  Authority 
are  finding  it  impossible  to  obtain  further  fully  trained  staff 
either  to  live  in  the  hostel  or  to  live  out. 

A  summary  of  the  work  of  the  Nurses  for  the  year  is 
given  below  : 


Cases  removed 

Total 

Cases  on  Register 

New 

from  Register 

Visits 

Cases  on  Register 

at  1/1/49 

Cases. 

during  Year. 

Paid, 

at  31/12/49 

1,235 

858 

853 

22,938 

1,240 

Classified  Visits  for  1949. 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 

Vaccination. 

Most  of  the  vaccination  against  Smallpox  is  performed  by 
General  Medical  Practitioners,  but  parents  can  have  their 
children  vaccinated  at  the  various  Infant  Welfare  Centres  by 
appointment.  The  total  number  of  successful  vaccination 
certificates  received  at  the  Health  Department  during  1949 
was  797.  It  is  believed  that  these  returns  may  be  incomplete 
and  that  additional  certificates  for  the  year  in  question  will  be 
coming  in  now  that  the  negotiations  between  the  profession  and 
the  Ministry  of  Health  on  the  subject  of  fees  have  been  con¬ 
cluded. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria.  (See  table  VI). 

From  the  table  it  will  be  seen  that  2,961  children  under 
15  years  of  age  were  successfully  immunised  during  1949. 
There  were  983  of  these  immunisations  carried  out  by  the 
patients’  own  Doctors  and  1,978  at  various  Clinics  and  Wel¬ 
fare  Centres.  In  addition,  boosting  doses  were  given  to  3,000 
children. 

The  estimated  percentage  of  the  mid-year  child  popula¬ 
tion  immunised  against  Diphtheria  is 

(a)  Children  under  5  years  :  Population  14,440.  Percentage 
Immunised  37%. 

(b)  Children  5  —  15  years  :  Population  22,950.  Percentage 
Immunised  77%. 

Of  the  present  child  population  under  15  years  of  age 
22,976  have  been  protected  against  Diphtheiia. 


vt.  oirxrra^KiA  IMMUNISATION  TO  END  OF  1949. 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

In  the  Annual  Report  for  1948  full  details  were  given  of 
the  merger  of  the  Ambulance  Service  with  the  Fire  Brigade 
and  the  relative  responsibility  of  the  Health  Committee  and 
the  File  and  Ambulance  Committee  for  the  conduct  of  this 
combined  service.  Demands  for  the  use  of  ambulances  and 
sitting  case  cars  continued  to  increase  during  the  year  as 
shown  by  table  VII. 

During  the  year  4  of  the  older  type  of  ex-Civil  Defence 
ambulances  were  disposed  of  and  replaced  by  new  ambulances. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  the  fleet  consisted  of  12  ambulances 
and  5  sitting  case  cars. 

In  spite  of  the  very  heavy  demand  made  upon  this  ser¬ 
vice,  it  has  been  able  to  respond  promptly  to  all  calls.  The 
peak  demand  occurs  between  about  9  a.m.  and  11  a.m.,  and 
if  persons  and  institutions  using  the  service  would  bear  this 
in  mind  and  avoid  these  times  as  far  as  possible  for  non¬ 
urgent  calls,  it  would  assist  in  spreading  the  load  better. 


Within  the  Borough  !  Mutual  Aid 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE. 

Until  the  end  of  July  1949,  the  care  and  after-care  of 
Tuberculous  persons  was  carried  out  by  one  of  the  two  male 
Authorised  Officers.  A  woman  After-care  Officer  was  then 
appointed  with  duties  mainly  in  connection  with  this  class  of 
patient,  but  whose  services  would  also  be  available  for  the 
gene  al  after-care  of  non-Tuberculous  cases.  A  report  of  these 
Officers’  work  for  the  year  is  as  follows  : 

Dispensary  Patients. 

Number  of  new  cases  referred  to  the  After-care  Officer  164 
Referred  from  Dispensary  ...  ...  145 

Referred  from  other  sections  of  the 

Health  Depaitment  ...  ....  18 

Referred  from  the  Assistance  Board  ...  1 


Number  of  Old  Cases  referred  to  the  After-care  Officer  hi 


Referred  from  Dispensary 

79 

Referred  from  other  sections  of  the 

Health  Department 

14 

Referred  from  Sanatorium 

1 

Referred  fiom  other  Social  Workers 

10 

Referred  from  Assistance  Board 

3 

Made  own  application 

4 

Total 

275 

Sanatorium  Patients. 

Number  registered  and  interviewed  for  the  first  time 

57 

Environmental  Forms  completed 

... 

202 

Number  of  Patients  Provided  with 

Assistance  by  After-care  Department  : 

Provided  with  clothing 

...  ... 

13 

,,  ,,  bedding  . 

... 

7 

,,  „  milk  . 

...  ... 

22 

Number  of  Patients  referred  to  the 
Assistance  Board  for  financial  allowance 


46 
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Visits. 

Patients  visited  for  the  first  time  .  255 

Number  of  subsequent  visits  paid  to  these  patients  331 

Total  586 


Non-Tuberculous  Cases. 

Number  of  Patients  visited,  advised  and  helped  27 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 

This  Service  made  steady  progress  during  1949.  More 
women  have  been  recruited  both  whole  time  and  part  time,  and 
the  demand  for  their  assistance  has  steadily  increased.  All 
Corporation  Home  Helps  now  wear  a  distinctive  indoor  uni¬ 
form  consisting  of  a  green  overall  with  fawn  collar  and  cuffs, 
and  they  are  also  issued  with  an  attractive  enamel  badge  in¬ 
dicating  their  calling.  It  is  found  that  the  wastage  in  the 
Service  is  high  because  a  number  of  the  best  Home  Helps  are 
lured  away  by  attractive  offers  of  permanent  service  from 
families  to  whom  they  have  been  sent  during  an  emergency. 
Early  next  year  it  is  hoped  to  organise  a  special  part  time 
course  in  domestic  subjects  for  the  Home  Help  staff. 

At  the  end  of  1949  the  Corporation  were  employing  five 
full  time  Home  Helps  and  ten  part  time  Home  Helps.  The 
number  of  cases  assisted  during  the  year  was  as  follows  : 


Maternity  cases  92 

Acute  Illness  58 

Chronic  Illness  49 


Total  199 


The  total  number  of  visits  paid  by  Home  Helps  to  patients 
during  this  period  amounted  to  3,596.  The  Supervisor  herself 
visits  every  home  to  investigate  the  conditions  obtaining  before 
a  Home  Help  is  sent.  She  also  pays  regular  weekly  visits 
during  the  time  that  a  Home  Help  is  in  attendance  to  satisfy 
herself  that  the  work  is  being  carried  out  properly. 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  STATISTICS. 

(i)  ADMINISTRATION. 

(a)  Constitutions  and  Meetings  of  Mental  Health 
Sub-Committee. 

The  Health/ Mental  Tieatment  Sub-Committee  meets 
monthly. 

(b)  Staff. 

The  staff  of  the  Mental  Welfare  Department  consists  of  a 
woman  Mental  Welfare  Officer,  who  deals  with  Mental 
Deficiency,  two  Authorised  Officers  (men)  who  are  responsible 
for  cases  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts,  and 
cases  dealt  with  under  Section  28  of  the  National  Service  Act 
1946.  The  Mental  Welfare  Office  also  acts  as  an  Authorised 
Officer. 

Occupation  Centre  staff  consists  of  a  Supervisor  and  two 
Assistants,  the  clerical  work  of  the  Department  is  undertaken 
by  one  full-time  Shorthand  Typist /Clerical  Assistant.  The 
Register  of  Mental  Defectives  and  legal  records  are  kept  by  the 
Town  Clerk,  and  pait-time  clerical  assistance  is  given  by  this 
department. 

(c)  Co  ordination  with  Regional  Hospital  Boards  and 
Hospital  Management  Committee. 

During  1949  Lea  Colony,  Bromsgrove,  Worcestershire, 
was  opened  and  22  Wolverhampton  patients  have  been  ad¬ 
mitted.  Nine  adult  female  patients  were  transferred  from  The 
Home,  Liverpool,  and  two  adult  female  patients  from  the  Prin¬ 
cess  Christian’s  Farm  Colony,  Hildenborough,  Kent.  The  other 
cases  admitted  were  all  young  boys  under  twelve  year  of  age. 

Ariangements  were  also  made  through  the  Regional  Hos¬ 
pital  Board  for  the  exchange  of  six  patients  between  St.  Mar¬ 
garet’s  Hospital,  Great  Barr  Park,  Birmingham  and  New  Cross 
Hospital,  Wolverhampton. 

Patients  on  Licence  from  Institutions  aie  visited  regularly 
and  Progress  Reports  etc.  are  sent  to  the  respective  Hospital 
Management  Committee.  Authorised  Officers  carry  out  the 
after-care  and  supervision  of  the  patients  on  trial  or  on  licence 
from  Mental  Hospitals. 
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(d)  Duties  Delegated  to  Voluntary  Associations. 

None. 

(e)  Whether  Arrangements  have  been  Initiated  for  the 
Training  of  Mental  Health  Workers. 

It  has  so  far  been  impossible  for  the  staff  of  the  Mental 
Health  Department  to  attend  any  of  the  short  courses  organised 
for  Mental  Health  Workeis. 

(ii)  ACCOUNT  OF  WORK  UNDERTAKEN  IN  THE 
COMMUNITY. 

(a)  Under  Section  28a  National  Service  Act  1946. 

Prevention,  Care  and  After-Care. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Patients  discharged  from  Mental 

Hospitals  and  visited  periodically  50  25  75 

(b)  Under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts  1890-1930 
by  Duly  Authorised  Officers. 

3-Day  Orders  issued  by  Duly 


Authorised  Officers 

69 

87 

156 

Certified  under  Lunacy  Act  and 
admitted  to  Mental  Hospitals 

23 

39 

62 

Voluntary  Patients  admitted  to 
Mental  Hospitals 

36 

8 

44 
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Under  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  1913-1938. 

(i) 

Ascertainments  : 

Number  of  Defectives  Notified 

to  the 

Local 

Health 

Authority  during  1949  under  Section  57  Education  Act 

1946. 

Section  57  Sub-Section  3 

5 

7 

12 

Section  57  Sub-Section  5 

4 

3 

7 

Other  Cases  ("subject  to  be 
dealt  with’’) 

Other  Cases  not  at  present 

11 

9 

20 

"subject  to  be  dealt  with”,  etc. 
Total  number  of  cases 
reported  during  year 

1 

5 

6 

21 

24 

45 

3« 

(ia)  Number  of  Cases  awaiting  Vacancies  in  Institutions. 

Awaiting  Vacancies  in 

Institutions  at  31.12.49.  8  8  16 

(ii)  Guardianship  and  Supervision. 

Under  Guardianship  at  31.12.49 

Guardianship  (on  Licence 
to  Institutions) 

On  Licence  from  Institutions 
31.12.49 

Statutory  Supervision 
Voluntary  Supervision 
In  Institutions 

(iii)  Training. 

There  are  45  children  in  regular  attendance  at  the 
Occupation  Centre.  This  hgure  includes  20  boys  under  16 
years  of  age,  19  girls  under  16  years  of  age,  and  6  girls  over 
16  years.  The  Occupation  Centre  is  open  from  9.30  a.m.  to 
3.30  p.m.  from  Monday  to  Friday  inclusive.  The  children 
receive  free  milk  and  school  meals.  Free  meals  are  supplied 
in  necessitous  cases.  Training  includes  hygiene,  eurythmics 
and  physical  training,  speech  training,  general  knowledge,  and 
arts  and  crafts. 

CARE  OF  THE  AGED  AND  INFIRM. 

Three  persons  referred  to  the  Health  Department  during 
the  year  as  suitable  for  action  under  Section  47  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act  were  persuaded  to  enter  a  Home  without  re¬ 
sorting  to  legal  proceedings.  In  addition,  one  woman  of  85 
was  found  living  all  by  herself  in  insanitary  conditions.  She 
was  nearly  blind  and  had  only  the  partial  use  of  her  right  hand 
owing  to  a  recent  fracture  of  the  wrist.  She  was  quite  unable 
to  look  after  herself,  had  no  relatives  in  the  town  and  had 
antagonised  her  neighbours. 


20 

29 

49 

I 

— 

1 

9 

12 

21 

124 

115 

239 

53 

38 

9i 

105 

96 

201 

39 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  issued  a  certificate  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  the  Section.  The  case  was  heard  by  the  Magis¬ 
trates  on  6th  August,  1949  and  an  Order  made  authorising  the 
removal  of  the  old  lady  to  a  Home  provided  under  Part  3  of 
the  Act,  for  a  period  of  three  months.  The  Order  was  renewed 
on  10th  November  for  a  further  period  of  three  months. 

SECTION  D. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

by  F.  Binns  Hartley,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(1)  Water  Supply. 

Samples  ot  water  were  taken  regularly  by  the  Health 
Department  in  connection  with  the  Corporation’s  supply,  each 
sample  being  submitted  for  chemical  and  bacteriological 
analysis.  There  were  34  samples  submitted  for  chemical 
analysis  and  39  for  bacteriological  examination.  Three 
samples  of  well  watei  were  taken  for  analysis  and  all  were 
reported  satisfactory. 

Waste  of  water  from  defective  water  fittings  was  referred 
to  the  Water  Engineer  in  84  cases.  Eleven  houses  were  pro¬ 
vided  with  proper  water  supply  within  the  houses. 

In  addition  to  the  routine  sampling  by  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment,  the  Water  Department  maintain  their  own  laboratories 
where  both  chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  are 
carried  out. 

The  sources  of  supply  of  the  Wolverhampton  Water 
Undertaking  are 

(a)  Deep  borings  at  Tettenhall,  Cosfoid,  Dimmingsdale  and 

Hilton; 

(b)  Filtered  and  treated  river  water  from  Cosford. 

The  following  tables  have  been  supplied  by  the  Water 
Engineer  with  reference  to  the  examination  of  water  by  his 
Department  : 
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TABLE  VIII. 

SUMMARY  OF  RESULTS  OF  BACTERIOLOGICAL 
EXAMINATIONS  OF  WATER  GOING  INTO 
DISTRIBUTION  AND  FROM  THE  DISTRIBUTION  SYSTEM. 


YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1949. 


Samples  of  Water  going 
into  Supply  from  Works 

Number  of 
samples 

taken 

PRESUMPTIVE  COLI-AEROGENES 
PER  100  ML. 

0 

1—2 

3—10 

over  10 

HILTON 

No.  1  Borehole 

No.  2  Borehole 

27 

71 

25 

68 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

- - -  -  — 

87 

5 

o 

0 

COSFORD 

Treated  River  Water 
and  Well  Water  Mixed 

92 

TETTENHALL 

Mixed  Water  from 
Reservoirs  and 
Boreholes 

232 

207 

16 

8 

1 

DIMMINGSDALE 

No.  1  and/or 

No.  2  Boreholes 

88 

88 

0 

o 

0 

SAMPLES  OF  WATER 
FROM  DISTRIBUTION 
SYSTEM 

Goldthorn  Hill  Reservoir 
Goldthorn  Hill  Tank 
Goldthorn  Hill  Pumps 
Essington  Water  Tower 
Beacon  Colliery 

Elevated  Tank 

Samples  from  Premises 
of  Private  Consumers 

10 

9 

6 

10 

2 

168 

9 

8 

6 

9 

2 

165 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

! 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

TOTAL 

715 

674 

30 

8 

3 

PERCENTAGE  OF 
SAMPLES  TAKEN 

—  ;  94.3 

1  1 

4.2 

1.1 

0.4 

4i 


TABLE  IX. 


DETAILS  OF  SAMPLES  OF  WATER  BEFORE  OR 
DURING  THE  COURSE  OF  TREATMENT  AT  WORKS 


Number  o 
samples 
taken 

I  PRESUMPTIVE  COLI-AEROGENES 
f  PER  100  ML. 

0 

1—2 

| 

3—10 

|  over  10 

Dimmingsdale  No.  1  Borehole 
Dimmingsdale  No.  2  Borehole 

47 

47 

40 

46 

6 

1 

\ 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Tettenhall  No.  1  Borehole 
Tettenhall  No.  2  Borehole 

6 

5 

6 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

!  o 

1  0 

Cosford  Well  Water 

11 

11 

0 

0 

0 

Cosford  Raw  River  Water 
Cosford  Settled  Water 

Cosford  Filtered  Water 

11 

11 

11 

I 

(Average  500  per  100  ML) 

(Average  450  per  100  ML) 

(Average  75  per  100  ML) 

Tettenhall  Reservoirs 

41 

19  1 

8 

2 

12 

TOTAL 

190 
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TABLE  X 

EXAMPLE  OF  MONTHLY  CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  OF 
WATER  GOING  INTO  SUPPLY. 

RESULTS  EXPRESSED  IN  PARTS  PER  MILLION. 


Sample  (a) 

Sample  (b) 

Sample  (c) 

Date  of  Sample’ 

29.12.49 

21.12.49 

5.12.49 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

0 

0.016 

0.056 

Albuminoid 

Ammonia 

0 

0.056 

0.040 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

30.0 

42.0 

37.0 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 
&  Nitrites 

2.2 

2.1 

1.5 

... _ _ _ _ 

Oxygen  absorbed  from^ 
permanganate  at  80 °F. 
in  4  hours. 

0.02 

0.54 

0.45 

Total  Solids  dried  at  100  °C. 

420 

390 

360 

Appearance 

Bright,  many 
small  particles. 

Bright  and 
Clear. 

Temporary 

120 

100 

124 

Hardness  • 

Permanent 

128 

124 

116 

.  Total 

248 

224 

240 

Nitrite 

Absent. 

Absent. 

Metals 

Absent. 

Absent. 

Absent. 

pH  value 

7.38 

7.4 

7.4 

Free  Chlorine 

Absent. 

0.1 

0.4 
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(2)  Sanitary  Conveniences. 

Additional  sanitary  conveniences  provided  during  1949 
(excluding  conversions)  were  as  follows  : 


Class  of 

WATER  CLOSETS. 

URINALS. 

Water 

New 

Existing 

Totals. 

New 

Existing 

Totals. 

Supply. 

Buildings, 

Buildings. 

Buildings. 

Buildings. 

Unmetered 

1,476 

68 

1,544 

1 

— 

1 

Metered  . . 

57 

6 

63 

5 

2 

7 

Totals 

1,533 

74 

1,607 

6 

O 

8 

The  undermentioned  figures  constitute  a  summary  of  the 
various  types  of  sanitary  conveniences  —  other  than  clean 
water  closets,  known  to  be  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  : 
Privies  or  Privy  Middens  ...  ...  ...  6 

Pail  or  Pan  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Pail  or  Pan  Closets  (Race  Couise)  ...  ...  33 

,,  ,,  ,,  (Merridale  Playing  Fields)  2 

,,  ,,  ,,  (Cannock  Rd.  Playing  Fields)  4 

Waste  Water  Closets  ...  .  — 


Total  101 


(3)  General  Routine  Work. 

Included  in  the  general  routine  work  of  the  Department  is 

(a)  Defective  drains  and  sewers. 

(b)  Work  under  the  Factories  Act. 

(c)  Work  under  the  Shops  Act. 

(d)  Work  under  Sections  249-258  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
dealing  with  canal  boats. 

(e)  Inspection  of  caravans  and  similar  structures. 

(f)  Applications  for  Certificates  under  the  Rent  and  Mortgage 
Interest  (Restrictions)  Acts. 

(g)  Disinfection  of  bedding,  blankets  etc. 

(4)  Paving  of  Yards  and  Passages. 

Action  under  Section  56  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936, 
with  respect  to  the  paving  of  yards  and  passages  has  produced 
the  following  results  : 
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No.  of  Notices  Served. 

No.  of 

Yards  or  Passages  Paved. 

Total. 

Informal. 

Statutory. 

Houses 

Concerned. 

Private. 

Common. 

7 

3 

40 

39 

1 

40 

| 

(5)  Certificates  Re  Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire  : 


No.  of  Firms 
Circularised. 

No,  of 
Applications 
Deceived. 

Applications 

where 

Certificates 

not 

necessary. 

No.  provided 

with 

satisfactory 
means  of 
escape. 

No,  found 
unsatisfactory 
and 

subsequently 

remedied. 

No.  of 
Certificates 
issued , 

During 

1949 

To 

Date 

During 

1949 

To 

Date 

During 

1949 

To 

Date 

During 

1949 

To 

Date 

During 

1949 

To 

Date 

During 

1949 

To 

Date 

— 

818 

591 

_ 

i 

165 

— 

324 

106 

— 

*467 

* 


These  figures  include  11  cases  where  a 
necessary  after  structural  alterations  or 
out  to  the  premises  concerned. 


revised  Certificate  became 
additions  had  been  carried 


(6)  Factory  Canteens. 

The  number  of  visits  or  inspections  made  to  factory  can¬ 
teens  within  the  Borough  during  the  year  under  review. num¬ 
bered  88. 

Twenty  informal  notices  were  served  and  37  miscellaneous 
improvements  were  recorded. 

In  four  cases,  new  and  additional  sanitary  accommodation 
has  been  provided. 

(7)  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction. 

During  the  year,  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  was 
cariied  out  in  accordance  with  the  scheme  laid  down  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  After  consultation  with 
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the  several  Associations  of  Local  Authorities,  the  Ministry 
decided  to  continue  the  consolidated  grant  of  50%  of  the  ap¬ 
proved  net  expenditure  incurred  by  each  Local  Authority 
(other  than  on  agricultural  property)  on  the  maintenance  of 
Rodent  Control  during  the  financial  year  1949/50.  The  avail¬ 
ability  of  this  grant  depended  on  full  compliance  with  the  con¬ 
ditions  which  had  been  imposed  in  respect  of  the  previous 
scheme.  The  Council  again  decided  that  no  charge  should  be 
made  for  treatment  carried  out  at  private  dwellings,  and  oc¬ 
cupiers  co-operated  very  well  in  the  efforts  to  keep  such  pre¬ 
mises  free  from  the  rat  and  mouse  menace.  Special  attention 
was  paid  to  efficient  rodent  control  in  sewage  disposal  works, 
refuse  tops,  refuse  destructors,  markets,  abattoir,  civic  restau¬ 
rants,  schools,  etc.,  and  such  public  service  properties  were 
treated  periodically  in  accordance  with  the  guidance  given  by 
the  Ministry.  The  approved  action  was  taken  to  deal  with 
rats  in  sewers,  single  maintenance  treatments  being  carried  out 
at  six-monthly  intervals.  The  position  with  regard  to  treat¬ 
ment  of  commercial  or  industiial  premises  (other  than  premises 
occupied  by  the  Local  Authority)  remained  the  same,  and  the 
expenditure  incurred  was  reimbursed.  The  chief  method  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  was  the  use  of 
various  baits  and  poisons.  “Dak”  (a  sticky  substance)  was 
used  with  considerable  success  on  certain  occasions  in  dealing 
with  mice,  while  the  use  of  traps  and  ferrets  proved  very  effec¬ 
tive  in  certain  circumstances  for  the  purpose  of  the  destruction 
of  rats. 
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(8)  Public  Swimming  Baths. 

Eighteen  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  two 
covered  Municipal  Baths  during  the  year.  Foui  of  these 
samples  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  and  representations 
were  made  to  the  Committee  responsible. 

(9)  Public  Buildings,  Theatres,  Cinemas  and  Licensed  Houses. 

Visits  or  inspections  made  to  Licensed  Houses  situate 
within  the  Borough  numbered  990.  Preliminary  notices  duly 
served  during  the  year  numbered  151,  and  121  were  duly  com¬ 
plied  with. 

The  number  of  improvements  recorded  with  respect  to  sani¬ 
tary  accommodation  was  270,  and  other  sanitary  improvements 
numbered  287. 

There  were  188  visits  or  inspections  made  to  Theatres  and 
Cinemas:  8  preliminary  notices  were  served  and  3  were  duly 
complied  with  during  the  yeai.  The  improvements  recorded 
with  respect  to  sanitary  accommodation  were  34. 

Extensive  alterations  and  additions  are  being  carried  out 
with  respect  to  two  Theatres  within  the  Borough  including  the 
necessary  additional  sanitary  accommodation. 

(10)  Hairdressers’  Premises. 

During  the  year,  4  applications  for  registration  were  re¬ 
received,  and  the  premises  concerned  were  subsequently  regis¬ 
tered. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  action  taken  in  con¬ 
nection  with  these  premises  during  the  period  under  review  : 


Applications  1949. 

Removed 

from 

Register 

Number 

on 

Received 

Granted 

Notices 

Served 

during 

1949 

Register 

31/12/49 

Persons  as  Hairdresser 
or  Barber 

4 

4 

5 

5 

223 

Premises 

4 

4 

5 

5 

221 
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(11)  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1949,  there  were  three  registered 
Common  Lodging  Houses  situate  within  the  Borough,  and 
applications  for  registration  of  the  respective  Keepers  were 
acceded  to  for  a  further  period  of  twelve  months.  As  all  the 
premises  are  within  proposed  Clearance  Areas  and  are  generally 
below  the  required  standard,  the  applicants  Were  informed  of 

this  fact. 

(12)  Offensive  Trades. 

Many  premises  in  respect  of  which  the  Council’s  per¬ 
mission  was  granted  without  time  limit  and  therefore  not  sub¬ 
ject  to  annual  renewal,  remain  below  the  required  standard, 
a  large  proportion  of  this  class  of  premises  are  situate  within 
proposed  Clearance  Areas  but  others  are  being  gradually  im¬ 
proved. 


Offensive  Trades  :  Summary  of  Action  Taken  During  1949. 


Per¬ 

manently 

estab¬ 

lished 

Applications 

received. 

Permits 

Granted 

Statutorily 

dis- 

New 

Premises 

Renewals 

New 

Premises 

Renewals 

established 

Bone  Boiler 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fat  Melter  or  Extractor 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Fellmonger  and  Hide 
or  Skin  Dealer 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Gut  Scraper 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Rag,  Bone  and 

Skin  Dealer 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Tripe  Boiler 

1 

— 

2 

" 

2 

1 

Totals 

4 

— 

6 

— 

6 

1 
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(13)  Buildings  :  Drainage  of  Existing  Building. 

The  Department  has  continued  to  co-operate  with  the 
Borough  Engineer’s  Department  with  regaid  to  plans  of  cer¬ 
tain  proposed  buildings  which  are  submitted  to  the  Council. 
This  arrangement  tends  to  prevent  complications  arising  when 
new  buildings  of  a  certain  type  become  occupied  and  thereupon 
come  under  the  control  of  the  Health  Department. 

Whilst  reputable  tradesmen  invariably  co-operate  with 
the  Inspectorate  to  ensure  that  work  is  correctly  executed, 
cases  are  still  found  where  the  work  has  been  carried  out  with¬ 
out  previous  notice  being  tendered  to  the  Department.  Two 
notices  of  contravention  of  the  Byelaws  were  served  upon  the 
persons  responsible  for  the  work,  the  notices  required  the  new 
work  to  be  exposed  and  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the 
Byelaws. 

45  new  drains  were  examined  during  the  year. 

SECTION  E. 

HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

The  two  Clearance  Schemes  initiated  befoie  the  war  but 
not  yet  completed  are  the  Moseley  Village  No.  i  Clearance 
Area  and  the  Dale  Street  No.  i  Clearance  Area.  A  further  8 
houses  were  demolished  in  the  Moseley  Village  Area  during 
1949,  involving  the  displacement  and  rehousing  of  27  persons. 

With  the  co-operation  of  the  Housing  Committee,  the 
Health  Committee  have  continued  to  deal  with  the  very 
woist  of  the  individual  unfit  houses.  The  action  taken  during 
1949  was  as  follows  : 

(a)  Number  of  houses  reported  as  unfit  under 

Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act  ...  ...  ...  66 

(b)  Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  ...  ...  52 

(c)  Number  of  persons  displaced  ...  ...  ...  139 

(d)  Number  of  houses  demolished  pursuant  to 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

In  addition,  12  houses  were  voluntarily  demolished  in 
anticipation  of  formal  action. 
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SECTION  F. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES, 
(a)  Milk  Supply. 

On  the  ist  Octobei,  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations, 
loan  made  under  Section  20  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938, 
as  amended  by  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dames)  Act, 
1944,  came  into  force  as  also  did  the  Milk  (Special  Desig¬ 
nations)  Act,  1949.  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk) 
Regulaticns,  i949,  and  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pas¬ 
teurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

Under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949  the  Minis¬ 
ter  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  becomes  responsible  for  the 
registration  and  supervision  of  dairy  farms  while  local  authori¬ 
ties  retain  responsibility  for  those  provisions  which  apply  out¬ 
side  dairy  farms,  for  the  provision^  relating  to  diseases 
communicable  to  man  and  for  the  registration  of  distributors 
and  of  dairies  which  are  not  dairy  farms. 

With  the  coming  into  force  of  the  new  regulations,  it  was 
necessary  to  compile  new  registers  of  distributors  and  dairy 

premises. 

One  cowshed  during  the  year  was  provided  with  a  new 
dairy  equipped  with  hot  and  cold  water  supplies,  means  of 
sterilisation  for  all  milk  utensils,  and  lavatory  wash-basin 
with  hot  and  cold  water  supplies  for  the  use  of  persons  engaged 

in  milking. 

Three  dairies  installed  new  pasteurising  plant  during  the 
year  each  operating  on  the  High  Temperature  —  Short  Time 
principle.  Before  being  granted  a  licence  each  plant  was 
examined  and  the  holding  time  tested  to  ensure  that  they  com¬ 
plied  with  the  requirements  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Regulations.  In  two  cases  it  was  necessary  to  ask  for  ad¬ 
ditional  thermometers  and  recording  charts  to  be  fitted. 
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With  the  coming  into  force  of  the  aforementioned  regu¬ 
lations,  processing  plants  used  for  sterilising  milk  had  to  be 
licensed  for  the  first  time.  Applications  received  in  respect  of 
four  plants  were  granted,  subject  in  two  instances  to  the  fitting 
of  recording  thermometers. 

Samples  of  milk  were  taken  regularly  from  producers, 
dairies  and  vehicles,  and  also  of  milk  bottles  from  bottle 
washing  plants  for  bacteriological  examination,  and  samples 
were  also  taken  at  the  farms  for  biological  examination. 

The  following  summary  gives  details  of  the  registration  of 
distributors  and  dairy  premises  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations,  1949. 


Registration  of  Milk  Distributors  and  Premises  During  1949. 


Applications,  1949. 

Removed 

from 

Number  on 
Register 

Received 

Refused 

Gi  anted 

Register 

31/12/49 

1.  Distributors: 

(a)  Retail  purveyors 
of  milk 

7 

7 

7 

(b)  Shopkeepers 
selling  bottled 
milk  only 

440 

_ 

440 

440 

2.  Dairies  (premises) 

19 

— 

19 

— 

19 

TOTALS 

466 

— 

466 

— 

466 
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(b)  Ice  Cream. 

The  past  year  showed  a  marked  improvement  in  the  stan¬ 
dard  of  hygiene  in  manufacturing  establishments  and  other 
premises.  Of  special  interest  in  regard  to  the  former  was  the 
reconstruction  of  and  extension  to  existing  buildings,  the  in¬ 
stallation  of  additional  items  of  modern  equipment  and  the 
increase  in  the  volume  of  wrapped  products.  The  establish¬ 
ments  comply  with  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment  etc.)  Regu¬ 
lations,  1947. 

Improvements  to  be  noted  in  regard  to  vendors’  premises 
is  that  all  are  now  equipped  with  electrically  operated  conser¬ 
vators  and  provided  with  constant  and  adequate  supplies  of 
hot  water.  The  making  of  Iced  Lollies’’  on  this  class  of 
piemises  has  been  discontinued,  unless  specially  registered 
for  that  purpose. 

The  old  fashioned  ice  cream  vendor’s  barrow  is  disap¬ 
pearing  from  the  streets  and  being  replaced  by  more  modem 
and  mechanically  propelled  type.  A  supply  of  hot  water, 
towels  and  soap  is  a  feature  of  these  vehicles. 

Samples  (Methylene  Blue  Test). 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  comparative  tables  below,  the 
bacteriological  quality  of  samples  examined  shows  considerable 
improvement  compared  with  that  for  1948.  The  total  number 
of  samples  examined  was  99,  compared  with  108  in  the  pre¬ 
vious  year.  The  laboratory  was  unable  to  accept  any  samples 
during  the  month  of  August,  and  only  a  limited  number  in 
September,  hence  the  lower  figure  for  this  year. 

Chemical  Analysis. 

The  number  of  samples  taken  for  chemical  analysis  during 
the  year  was  103  compared  with  21  for  the  previous  year.  The 
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average  fat  content  was  9.64%  as  compared  with  7.66%  for 
1948.  Considering  the  chemical  standard  for  ice-cream  in 
America  is  12%,  the  average  fat  content  of  samples  analysed 
during  1949  must  be  regarded  as  satisfactory. 


Summary  of  Results  of  Methylene  Blue  Test  Applied  on 
Samples  Taken  During  The  Years  (a)  1948  (b)  1949. 


* - - 

Provisional  Grade. 

Total  No, 

Year 

of  Samples 

taken. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1948 

108 

12 

28 

22 

46 

1949 

99 

45 

23 

19 

12 

Registration  of  Ice  Cream  (Premises),  1949. 


1 

Applications  1949. 

Removal  from 
Register 
during  Year. 

No.  on 
Register 

31st  Dec. 
1949. 

Class  of  Premises 

Received 

Refused 

Granted 

Premises  : 

(a)  For  Manufacture 

5 

5 

5 

36 

279 

(b)  For  Sale 

59 

— 

59 

96 

Totals 

64 

— 

64 

101 

315 

(c)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

(i)  Public  Abattoir. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  at  the  abattoir  was 
91,845  as  compared  with  89,393  in  1948. 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

excldg. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

|  Sheep 
and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

Number  inspected 

9562 

9562 

6354 

6354 

i  19475 
19475 

52986 

52986 

3266 

3266 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

8 

64 

95 

68 

25 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number 

1696 

3125 

66 

2931 

173 

inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 

culosis 

17.68 

52.99 

.89 

5.99 

6.1 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

29 

209 

11 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number 

891 

2249 

10 

— 

145 

inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  . 

9.62 

38.68 

.077 

— 

4.78 

Under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  1938,  23  cows  were  slaugh¬ 
tered  at  the  Abattoir  and  all  were  found  to  be  affected  with 
Tuberculosis.  In  17  cases  some  part  of  the  carcase  or  organs 
were  condemned,  and  the  remaining  6  carcases  together  with 
the  organs  were  condemned  as  being  affected  with  advanced 
Tuberculosis.  Inspections  on  every  occasion  were  carried  out 
in  collaboration  with  the  Veterinary  Inspector  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

(ii)  Private  Slaughterhouses. 

There  is  one  private  slaughterhouse  in  the  town  of  modern 
design,  which  deals  solely  with  pigs.  At  this  slaughterhouse 
6,929  pigs  were  slaughtered  during  1949  as  compared  with 
2,305  ln  I948-  Animals  showing  evidence  of  disease  numbered 
178,  4  of  which  were  wholely  condemned.  The  quantity  of 
meat  and  offals  condemned  at  this  slaughterhouse  on  account 
of  Tuberculosis  infection  amounted  to  1  ton  18  cwts.  3  qrs. 

Of  the  pigs  inspected,  9.65%  showed  evidence  of  Tuberculosis 
in  some  situation. 


(d)  Food  Shops  and  Premises  where  Food  is  Manufactured 
or  Sold. 

During  the  year  the  Inspectors  paid  695  visits  to  butchers’ 
shops  and  5,572  visits  to  other  food  shops  or  stalls.  As  a  result 
of  these  inspections  a  variety  of  articles  were  officially  seized 
and  subsequently  destroyed  or  else  voluntarily  surrendered, 
viz  : 

bacon  and  ham  :  61  lbs. 

cheese  :  ioif  lbs. 
fruit  :  38  cwts.  84  lbs. 

meat  products  :  1  cwt.  92  lbs. 

fish  :  2  tons  8  cwts.  58  lbs. 

miscellaneous  :  18  cwts.  65  lbs. 

(e)  Registration  of  Manufacturers  of  Preserved  die.,  Meat  8C 
Premises,  1949. 


Applications  1949. 

Removal  from 
Register, 

Number  o 
Register 
31st  Dec,, 
1949. 

1  Persons  and  Premises  : 

(a)  Retail  Shops 

Received 

Refused 

Granted 

During 

year 

Total 
to  Date, 

17 

— 

17 

14 

14 

47 

(f)  Provision  of  Hot  Water  Supply  Apparatus  in  Food 
Premises. 

The  powers  conferred  upon  the  Council  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  1938,  to  require  the  installation  of  apparatus 
necessary  to  ensure  a  constant  supply  of  hot  water  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  shops  and  other  premises  where  food  is  handled, 
have  been  fully  utilised.  Such  necessary  facilities  have  been 
provided  in  connection  with  the  undermentioned  premises. 
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Number  Provided  with 

Hot  Water  Supply  : 

Class  of  Premises. 

During  1949. 

1 

Total  to  Date 

Cowsheds 

7 

Dairies 

— 

65 

Restaurants  and  Cafe  Kitchens  ... 

13 

93 

Bakehouses 

— 

24 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturing  Premises 

1 

336 

Butchers 

11 

165 

Provision  Shops 

— 

80 

Fish  Frying  Premises 

1 

22 

Hawkers  Premises 

— 

3 

Food  Manufacturing  Premises 
/including  Potted  Meat,  &c.) 

6 

56 

Cooked  Meat  Shops 

— 

51 

Licensed  Houses 

19 

19 

Totals  . 

51 

921 

(g)  Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks. 

Total  number  of  outbreaks  :  i. 

Number  of  cases  :  138. 

Number  of  deaths  :  Nil. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  6  isolated  cases  of  food  poisoning 
were  notified. 

On  August  8th  1949  information  was  received  that  a 
number  of  patients  at  a  local  Hospital  had  suffered  from  Diar¬ 
rhoea  and  sickness  the  previous  night  and  that  food  poisoning 
was  suspected.  A  visit  was  made  the  same  afternoon  when 
it  was  ascertained  that  99  patients  in  the  Hospital  had  been 
affected  and  33  in  the  adjoining  Institution  which  shares 
messing  facilities  with  the  Hospital.  No  members  of  the  staff 
had  been  ill  and  no  cases  had  been  reported  in  the  children’s 
waids  or  among  the  patients  on  special  diets. 
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The  symptoms  were  diarrhoea,  colic,  vomiting  in  some 
cases,  but  no  pyrexia  and  no  collapse.  Practically  all  the 
patients  had  fully  recovered  within  24  hours.  The  approximate 
time  of  onset  of  symptoms  was  10  p.m.  on  August  8th.  The 
Standard  meals  served  that  day  were  : 

Dinner  —  Roast  Beef,  Cabbage,  Potatoes,  Gravy,  Tapioca 
Pudding. 

Tea  —  Bread  and  Butter,  Jelly  and  Mock  Cream. 

The  kitchens  were  inspected  and  suspicion  fell  upon  (a) 
the  stock  used  for  making  the  gravy.  This  was  prepared  and 
boiled  the  previous  day  and  warmed  up  again  on  the  morning 
it  was  required  for  use  and  then  added  to  the  other  ingredients 
of  the  gravy,  (b)  The  meat.  This  was  braised  the  previous 
day,  sliced  in  a  slicing  machine,  and  put  in  tins  ready  for 
warming  and  despatching  to  the  wards  next  morning. 

Swabs  of  noses  and  throats  of  all  kitchen  staff  were  taken, 
and  stools  of  some  of  the  worst  cases  of  Diarrhoea.  Advice 
was  given  re  the  jacketed  steam  pan  in  which  the  stock  was 
heated.  The  results  of  the  nose  and  throat  swabs  were  incon¬ 
clusive  and  the  examination  of  faeces  gave  no  positive  results. 

A  week  later  notification  was  received  that  there  had  been 
a  second  outbreak  on  exactly  similar  lines  though  less 
extensive,  only  about  66  persons  being  involved.  On  this 
occasion,  owing  to  the  precautions  taken,  the  stock  did  not 
come  under  suspicion  and  it  appeared  as  if  infection  might 
have  been  conveyed  to  the  braised  meat  after  it  had  been 
cooked.  Swabs  were  taken  from  the  tins,  from  the  slicing 
machine  and  from  the  hands  of  the  kitchen  workers.  All  swab 
results  were  negative.  Further  recommendations  were  made 
about  the  storage  of  the  cooked  meat  and  the  containers  in 
which  it  was  kept.  No  further  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning 
at  this  Hospital  were  reported. 

Comment.  It  is  unfortunate  that  the  findings  in  this  investi¬ 
gation  were  inconclusive.  No  organisms  associated  with  food 
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poisoning  were  recovered  and  no  definite  source  of  infection 
was  lound.  Nevertheless  it  is  felt  that  the  careful  enquiry  that 
was  made  into  the  hygiene  of  the  kitchen,  and  the  emphasis 
laid  on  strict  Cleanliness,  and  the  exclusion  of  any  food  handler 
with  evidence  of  sores  on  the  hands  or  with  a  nose  or  throat 
infection,  can  only  have  done  good.  In  the  absence  of  positive 
bacteriological  findings,  it  was  not  possible  to  determine  if  fhis 
outbreak  should  be  classified  as  food  poisoning  or  food  infec¬ 
tion.  The  persons  affected  did  not  all  partake  of  the  mock 
cream  for  tea,  as  its  issue  was  restricted  to  the  Hospital  and 
excluded  the  adjoining  Institution.  Very  stiong  suspicion 
fell  upon  certain  foods  consumed  by  all  the  sufferers  at  their 
mid-day  meal.  The  symptoms  were  suggestive  of  a  toxin 
type  of  food  poisoning,  but  the  interval  elapsing  between  dinner 
time  (12.30  p.m.)  and  the  occurrence  of  the  first  symptoms 
(around  10  p.m.)  was  much  longer  than  that  usually  observed 
with  this  type  of  food  infection,  except  in  cases  of  Botulism. 

Italian  Pears. 

On  August  12th,  notification  was  received  that  two  con¬ 
signments  of  Italian  peais  had  been  released  to  a  wholesale 
dealer  in  Wolverhampton,  and  that  these  pears  were  con¬ 
taminated  with  an  arsenical  and  copper  salt  which  had  been 
used  to  spray  the  fruit  trees.  Advice  was  also  given  that  the 
pears  would  probably  be  safe  for  eating  after  being  washed  or 
polished  with  a  dry  cloth.  Samples  of  these  pears  were  obtained 
for  analytical  examination  and  it  was  reported  that  the  con¬ 
centrations  of  arsenious  oxide  ranging  from  0.5  to  1.5  hun¬ 
dredths  of  a  grain  per  pound  of  fruit  were  present  —  not  a 
very  toxic  amount. 

It  was  ascertained  that  the  wholesale  retailer  had  already 
disposed  of  the  bulk  of  this  consignment  to  51  separate  retailers 
of  whom  29  had  shops  in  Wolverhampton,  the  remaining  22 
being  outside  the  Borough.  A  sanitary  inspector  visited  each 
shop  in  the  town  and  advised  as  to  washing  or  cleansing  the 
fruit.  Thirteen  outside  authorities  were  notifi  d  by  telephone 
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and  given  the  name  and  addresses  ot  the  retail  distiibutors 
in  their  areas  in  order  that  similar  action  might  be  taken. 
This  is  just  one  example  of  the  routine  preventive  work  under¬ 
taken  by  Health  Departments  up  and  down  the  country. 

(h)  Food  Traders  Guild. 

In  July  1949  the  Mayor  of  Wolveihampton  called  a  con¬ 
ference  of  interested  persons  to  consider  the  establishment  in 
the  town  of  a  Food  Traders  Guild  with  the  object  of  raising 
the  standard  of  hygiene  among  the  employees  of  trades  and 
businesses  dealing  with  foodstuffs.  The  meeting  was  attended 
by  14  representatives  of  different  associations  in  the  town  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  wholesale  or  retail  food  trade,  representatives  of 
the  Health  Committee  and  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Public 
Health  Department. 

The  general  aims  and  objects  of  a  Guild  of  this  nature 
were  explained  and  a  discussion  ensued  at  the  end  of  which 
the  members  present  unanimously  agreed  to  recommend  their 
several  organisations  to  participate  in  a  Food  Traders  Guild  in 
Wolverhampton.  A  Chairman  and  Vice  Chairman  were  ap¬ 
pointed,  and  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  was  invited  to  act  as 
Honorary  Secretary.  It  was  further  agreed  that  the  Honorary 
Secietary  should  forward  copies  of  the  proposed  codes  of 
practice  for  different  sections  to  all  those  who  had  attended 
the  meeting. 

Thus  the  first  step  has  been  taken  to  set  up  a  Food 
Traders  Guild  on  lines  similar  to  those  which  have  contributed 
much  to  raise  the  standard  of  hygiene  of  food  shops  and  food 
premises  in  other  towns. 

(i)  The  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938. 

There  were  368  samples  taken  during  the  year  for  analysis 
by  the  Public  Analyst,  consisting  of  171  formal  samples  and 
197  informal  samples.  32  samples  (8.69%)  consisting  of  17 
formal  and  15  informal  samples  were  found  to  be  non-genuine 
or  bearing  an  unsatisfactory  label  or  description. 
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Of  the  149  samples  of  milk  submitted  for  analysis  7 
(4.6%)  were  found  to  be  deficient  of  milk-fat,  varying  from  6% 
to  20%.  In  no  case  was  it  considered  that  the  circumstances 
wai ranted  the  institution  of  proceedings  and  in  each  case  the 
vendor  was  cautioned.  Extraneous  water  was  not  found  in 
any  of  the  samples  analysed. 

3  samples  of  beef  sausage  and  1  sample  of  pork  sausage 
were  found  to  be  deficient  of  meat  to  the  extent  of  6.8%,  25%, 
30%  and  32%.  Proceedings  were  instituted  in  the  last  3  cases 
against  the  vendors.  Convictions  were  recorded  in  each  case 
and  fines  totalling  £21  were  inflicted  with  costs  amounting  to 
£15  7s.  6d. 

Five  samples  of  jam  were  found  to  be  deficient  of  soluble 
solids.  4  of  the  samples  were  oi  imported  jams,  but  as  the 
Order  prescribing  standards  for  jam  does  not  apply  to  imported 
jams,  no  action  was  taken. 

An  informal  sample  of  gelatine  was  found  to  contain  both 
arsenic  and  copper.  A  formal  sample  was  taken  and  found  to 
contain  an  excessive  amount  of  copper.  The  article  was  with¬ 
drawn  from  sale. 

An  informal  sample  of  mace  was  also  found  to  contain  a 
quantity  of  arsenic.  A  formal  sample  taken  from  the  same 
premises  but  from  fresh  stock  w'as  found  to  be  genuine. 

A  sample  of  coconut  essence  was  also  found  to  contain 
arsenic,  and  the  article  was  withdrawn  from  sale. 

Bombay  fruit  sauce,  an  imported  article,  was  reported  to 
contain  an  excessive  amount  of  copper.  The  vendor  was  com¬ 
municated  with,  and  the  article  withdrawn  from  sale. 

No  article  of  food  was  found  to  contain  a  prohibited  pre- 
seivative.  A  sample  of  imported  tomato  ketchup  contained  an 
excessive  amount  of  benzoic  acid.  The  vendor  was  communi¬ 
cated  with,  and  the  article  withdrawn  from  sale.  Informal 
samples  of  tomato  ketchup  and  coffee  and  chicory  essence  were 
found  to  contain  benzoic  acid  within  the  permitted  limits,  but 
the  presence  of  preservative  was  not  declared  on  the  label.  A 
formal  sample  of  the  tomato  ketchup  contained  no  preser¬ 
vative,  while  a  formal  sample  of  the  coffee  and  chicory  essence 
was  unobtainable. 
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SECTION  G. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

(a)  Pollution  of  the  atmosphere  is  due  mainly  to  emanua- 
tion  from  dwellinghouse  chimneys,  factory  chimneys,  and  in¬ 
dustrial  processes,  and  takes  the  form  of  smoke,  grit  and  acid 
gases. 

The  amount  of  solid  matter  deposited  is  measured  at  two 
points  in  the  Borough,  The  Abattoir,  in  the  centre  of  town,  and 
Bantock  Park,  to  the  west  of  the  town.  The  details  of  the 
investigations  which  were  carried  out  during  the  year  are  re¬ 
corded  in  Table  XIII,  and  it  will  be  noted  that  the  deposit  in 
the  centre  of  the  town  is  considerably  in  excess  of  that  at 
Bantock  Park. 

Fine  particles,  which  do  not  settle,  but  remain  suspended 
in  the  atmosphere,  are  also  collected  by  means  of  a  filter  situ¬ 
ated  at  the  Health  Offices,  Waterloo  Road,  and  the  results 
during  the  year  are  recorded  in  Table  XIV  (a).  The  seasonal 
variations  in  the  amount  of  smoke  will  be  noted. 

Sulphur,  which  is  present  as  an  impurity  in  all  fuels,  when 
burned,  combines  with  oxygen  to  form  sulphur  dioxide,  this 
gas  being  discharged  into  the  atmosphere  with  the  smoke.  In 
the  presence  of  moisture  and  air,  sulphur  dioxide  becomes 
slowly  converted  into  sulphur  acids  which  have  a  very  dele¬ 
terious  effect  on  buildings,  plant  life,  etc. 

The  concentration  of  sulphur  dioxide  is  measured  by  two 
methods,  the  Volumetric  method,  by  which  the  average  daily 
concentration  is  estimated,  and  the  Lead  Peroxide  method,  by 
which  a  daily  average  during  each  month  for  the  immediate 
locality  is  obtained.  An  apparatus  for  the  determination  of  the 
concentration  of  sulphur  dioxide  by  the  Volumetric  method 
has  been  constructed  and  is  in  use  at  the  Health  Offices, 
Waterloo  Road,  and  details  of  the  results  during  the  year  are 
set  out  in  Table  XIV  (b). 

For  the  determination  of  the  concentration  of  sulphur 
dioxide  by  the  Lead  Peroxide  method,  five  stations  have  now 
been  set  up  at  the  following  places  : — 
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Bantock  Park,  Bradmore. 

Abattoir,  Cleveland  Road. 

Oxley  Park  Golf  Course,  Stafford  Road. 

Park  Lane  Transport  Depot,  Park  Lane. 

Borough  Engineer’s  Depot,  Legge  Street  off  Parkfield 
Road. 

The  treated  cylinders  are  changed  at  the  beginning  of  each 
month,  and  the  coating  of  the  exposed  cylinders  analysed. 
The  results  indicate  the  concentration  over  one  month  and  are 
set  out  in  Table  XV  as  a  daily  average. 

Grateful  thanks  are  offered  to  the  Manager  of  the  Sewage 
Outfall  Works  for  his  help  in  the  analyses  of  these  cylinders. 

(b)  During  the  year  581  observations  were  cairied  out  and 
on  48  occasions  the  emission  of  black  smoke  or  grit  was  found 
to  be  excessive.  These  emissions  were  particularly  serious  from 
21  premises  and  informal  notices  were  seived  for  the  abatement 
of  the  nuisance  in  six  cases.  In  the  remaining  15  cases,  work 
which  would  abate  the  nuisance  was  either  in  hand  or  pro¬ 
jected. 

The  most  common  cause  of  the  nuisance  was  faulty  stoking 
methods  or  the  use  of  unsuitable  fuel.  Considerable  reduction 
in  smoke  was  obtained  in  every  case  by  improved  methods  of 
stoking  or  by  the  installation  of  automatic  stoking  plant  or  by 
an  alteration  in  the  type  of  fuel  being  burned.  In  many  in¬ 
stances  the  use  of  bituminous  coal  has  had  to  be  continued  as 
smokeless  coal  cannot  be  made  available.  In  one  or  two  cases 
it  has  been  possible  to  use  coke  or  to  convert  the  plant  to  oil 
firing. 

When  hand  fired,  the  bituminous  coal  calls  for  close  atten¬ 
tion  to  air  supply  and  methods  of  bring  if  excessive  smoke  is 
to  be  avoided.  With  an  automatic  stoking  apparatus  and 
proper  control  of  air  supply,  bituminous  coal  may  be  used 
without  any  undue  amount  of  smoke  being  produced.  There 
is  very  little  waste  when  fuel  is  burned  in  a  properly  adjusted 
automatic  stoker,  and  the  cost  of  the  apparatus  is  partly  met 
by  the  saving  in  fuel. 

During  the  year,  approximately  18  chain  grate  stokers  and 
5  underfeed  stokers  have  been  installed  to  11  steam  boilers  and 
2  melting  pots.  In  all  cases  these  installations  have  reduced 
the  amount  of  smoke  emitted  from  the  plant  concerned. 
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i >  -i.  v  V  •  ^ 

ESTIMATION  OF  SULPHUR  BY  THE  LEAD  PEROXIDE  METHOD. 


Month, 

Time  of 
Exposure 
in  Days 

Weight  of  S03  collected  in  mg/ 100  sq.cm. /day 

Public 
Abattoir  ' 

Bantock 

Park 

*Park  Lane 
Transport 
Depot 

*Oxley  Park 
Golf  Course 

1 

*Legge 

Street 

Depot 

January 

31 

3.70 

0.90 

— 

— 

February 

28 

3.74 

1.05 

— 

March 

31 

4.15 

1.55 

— 

April 

30 

2.03 

0.54 

— 

— 

May 

31 

1.97 

0.73 

_ 

— 

— 

June 

30 

1.631 

0.617 

— 

— 

— 

July 

33 

1.472 

0.482 

— 

— 

— 

August 

29 

1.23 

0.345 

1.32 

0.70 

1.0! 

September 

30 

2.20 

0.814 

1.525 

1.64 

1,0 

October 

31 

2.97 

0.88 

2.97 

3.21 

1.6 

November 

30 

3.83 

0.97 

3.22 

3.50 

2.0 

December 

l 

31 

3.77 

1.09 

3.21 

2.89 

1.7 

*  Recordings  at  these  Stations  commenced  August  1949. 


SECTION  H. 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Smallpox. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Smallpox  in  Wolverhampton 
during  1949. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

After  a  relatively  high  incidence  in  1948,  the  morbidity 
from  this  disease  dropped  to  348  confirmed  cases  in  1949.  The 
mild  character  of  the  disease  continued  and  there  were  no  fatal 
cases. 
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Diphtheria. 

There  were  28  cases  notified  of  which  26  were  admitted 
to  hospital.  Of  these  26  cases  the  diagnosis  was  subsequently 
revised  in  19  cases,  giving  a  corrected  total  of  9,  not  one  of 
which  had  been  previously  immunised. 

Ihe  one  death  which  occurred  was  a  female  aged  16 
months,  who  had  not  been  previously  immunised,  and  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  Hospital  on  the  28th  day  of  the  disease. 

Of  the  other  6  clinical  cases  treated  in  hospital,  5  were  very 
mild,  and  one  showed  some  laryngeal  symptoms. 

Whooping  Cough. 

There  was  a  welcome  drop  in  the  number  of  cases.  Notifi¬ 
cations  amounted  to  391  as  compared  with  916  in  the  previous 
year.  No  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease. 

Measles. 

Notified  cases  numbered  2,106  of  which  41  were  admitted 
to  hospital  for  treatment.  12  of  these  cases  were  suffering 
from  concurrent  Broncho-Pneumonia,  1  had  a  fractured  skull 
and  1  had  severe  burns.  Most  of  the  remaining  cases  were 
admitted  by  reason  of  bad  home  conditions.  There  were  no 
deaths  from  this  disease. 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis. 

All  the  8  notified  cases  were  nursed  in  hospital.  In  4  cases 
the  diagnosis  was  subsequently  revised. 

The  following  is  the  after  history  of  the  4  confirmed  cases: 

2  made  a  complete  recovery  in  hospital;  I  recovered  after  re¬ 
ceiving  orthopaedic  treatment;  1  child  aged  2\  years  is  still 
having  orthopaedic  treatment,  but  is  expected  to  make  a  com¬ 
plete  recovery  without  any  paralysis. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. 

Seven  cases  were  reported  and  all  were  hospitalised.  The 
one  fatal  case  died  from  Ascending  Myelitis  and  not  from 
Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. 

Miscellaneous. 

Forty  four  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  reported,  of  which  14 
were  treated  in  hospital. 
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There  were  no  notified  cases  of  Typhoid  or  Paiatyphoid 
Fevers  or  of  Malaria. 

Dysentery. 

(a)  A  veiy  interesting  little  outbreak  of  Dysentery  was 
discovered  in  August.  On  August  22nd  information  was  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  a  district  in 
Monmouthshire  that  an  outbreak  of  apparent  food  poisoning 
had  been  discovered  in  his  area  and  that  suspicion  pointed  to 
a  certain  cafe  at  which  a  considerable  number  of  people  had 
partaken  of  luncheon  and  tea  on  Sunday  August  20th.  He 
also  reported  that  a  paity  of  people  from  Wolverhampton 
who  had  been  for  a  motor  trip  into  Wales  were  believed  to  have 
had  at  least  one  meal  at  this  cafe  on  the  day  in  question. 

The  organiser  of  this  trip  was  at  once  sought  out  and  the 
names  and  addresses  of  all  the  party  obtained.  Thereupon 
enquiries  were  instituted  at  each  home,  and  it  was  found  that 
out  of  60  persons  52  had  had  luncheon  and  tea  at  this  cafe. 
Of  these  52,  30  had  been  taken  ill  the  following  day  or  the 
day  after.  The  usual  investigations  were  made  into  the  food 
consumed  at  each  meal,  the  symptoms  of  illness  and  the  time 
of  onset. 

On  August  29th  a  full  report  of  the  local  investigation  was 
forwarded  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  Monmouthshire, 
and  the  following  day  he  telephoned  to  say  that  the  outbreak 
had  been  found  to  be  one  of  Dysenteiy  (Sonne)  and  that  two 
of  the  employees  of  the  catering  firm  supplying  the  meals  at 
the  cafe  on  August  20th  had  been  found  to  be  carriers  of  Dy¬ 
sentery  organisms.  This  information  was  passed  on  to  the 
medical  attendants  of  the  Wolverhampton  cases  whose  illness 
had  been  sufficiently  severe  to  necessitate  the  attendance  of  a 
Doctor.  Specimens  from  some  of  the  Wolverhampton  cases 
gave  pure  cultures  of  the  same  organisms  as  those  found  in  the 
carriers.  All  the  affected  persons  made  a  complete  recovery. 

(b)  Another  outbreak  of  Sonne  Dysentery  took  place  in 
Wolverhampton  in  November.  Two  children  attending  the 
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Birmingham  Road  Day  Nursery  developed  Diarrhoea  on 
November  ioth  and  were  sent  home  by  the  Matron.  The 
following  day  the  Medical  Officer’s  attention  was  drawn  to  this 
and  to  the  occurrence  of  two  further  cases  of  Diarrhoea  with 
additional  symptoms  suggesting  Dysentery.  Specimens  were 
taken  from  these  latter  children  and  one  of  them  was  admitted 
for  observation  to  the  local  Infectious  Hospital. 

Instructions  were  issued  to  the  Nursery  staff  to  be  on  the 
look  out  for  Diarrhoea,  to  take  specimens  from  suspicious  cases 
and  to  exclude  them  from  the  Nursery.  21  specimens  were 
taken  the  following  day  but  all  proved  negative.  Various 
routine  precautions  were  taken  including  the  closing  of  the 
Nursery  to  new  admissions. 

The  first  direct  evidence  ' of  the  nature  of  the  outbreak 
came  on  November  28th  when  one  of  the  specimens  taken  on 
November  23rd  was  reported  as  showing  the  presence  of  Dy¬ 
sentery  organisms  (Sonne). 

Several  other  children  subsequently  gave  positive  results,  and 
with  a  view  to  limiting  the  further  spread  of  infection,  the 
Nursery  was  entirely  closed  on  December  6th. 

On  December  2nd  information  came  to  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  that  there  was  an  outbreak  of  Diarrhoea  among  the 
Nursery  Class  children  at  Graiseley  School.  It  was  found 
that  a  brother  of  the  original  case  at  the  Birmingham  Road 
Day  Nursery  had  attended  this  Class  and  had  had  Diarrhoea 
since  November  21st.  He  was  subseqently  proved  bacterio- 
logically  to  be  a  case  of  Dysentery  and  so  were  certain  of  his 
class  mate  contacts. 

The  action  taken  by  the  Health  Department  to  limit  the 
outbreak  was  as  follows  : 

1.  Routine  examination  of  specimens  from,  and  routine  ex¬ 
clusion  of,  suspicious  cases  at  the  Nursery  and  the  Nuisery 
Class,  and  notification  of  cases  as  they  occurred  to  the  patients’ 
own  Doctors. 
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2.  Closure  of  the  Day  Nursery  on  December  6th,  and  sub¬ 
sequent  home  visiting  and  swabbing  of  all  children  who  had 
been  attending  theie.  If  symptom  free,  two  negative  swabs 
were  regarded  as  adequate,  but  where  one  or  more  positive 
results  had  been  obtained  or  there  were  other  grounds  for 
suspicion  three  negative  results  were  insisted  upon.  A 
thorough  and  complete  disinfection  of  the  Nursery  was 
ordered. 

3.  Children  attending  the  Nursery  Class  were  similarly  ex¬ 
cluded  and  home  visiting  and  swabbing  instituted. 

4.  As  a  result  of  the  kind  co-operation  of  the  Medical  Prac¬ 
titioners  in  the  town  several  additional  cases  came  to  light.  In 
some  of  these  it  was  possible  to  trace  or  presume  a  connection 
with  the  Day  Nursery  or  Nursery  School  outbreak,  but  others 
showed  no  connection  whatever.  The  same  follow  up  w'as 
adopted  for  these  cases  as  in  the  others. 

5.  Contacts  employed  in  any  occupation  involving  the  hand¬ 
ling  of  food  were  transferred  to  other  duties,  and  in  one  case 
where  no  alternative  duties  were  available,  the  contact,  w'ho 
was  working  in  a  dairy,  was  suspended  from  her  occupation 
until  the  risk  of  the  infection  of  milk  had  ceased.  (Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations,  1949.) 

The  total  number  of  cases  which  came  to  light  was  as 
follows  : 

Cases  attending  the  Day  Nursery  16 

Cases  attending  the  Nursery  Class  8 

Cases  discovered  otherwise  6 

The  Day  Nursery  was  re-opened  on  2nd  January  1950. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

(a)  Notification. 

The  number  of  cases  remaining  on  the  register  at  the 
end  of  1949  were  classified  as  follows  : 
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Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Males  -  401.  Females  -  254.  Males  -  47.  Females  -  51. 

,is  a  of  the  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis 

notified  during  the  past  three  years  : 


Respiratory  1  uberculosis  : 

Males 

Females 

Non- respiratory  Tuberculosis  : 

Males 

Females 


(b)  Incidence. 


1947. 

1948. 

1949. 

IOI 

97 

96 

68 

59 

59 

16 

7 

12 

10 

7 

12 

I95  170  179 


of  thedhel  fr0m  the  abOVe  table  that  the  ““dence 

the  disease  has  remained  stationary  for  the  past  12  months. 


(c)  Deaths. 


the  T1?  “0rtality  of  tuberculosis  for  the  two  sexes  during 
the  past  three  years  is  given  in  the  following  table  :  6 


Respiratory  Tuberculosis  : 

Males 

Females 

Non- respiratory  Tuberculosis 

Males 

Females 


1947. 

1948. 

1949. 

50 

55 

59 

37 

28 

3i 

5 

5 

5 

3 

2 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS  —  1949- 


74 


Totals. 
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